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The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: —to dev-
jate me from the line I wish to follow. I
can only apologise on their behalf. How-
ever, I want to conclude—

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Thank
heavens!
The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: —by

saying that I take strong exception o the
suggestion that the people who voted for
members of the Legislative Couneil did not
know what they were dolng.

I will save for a future occasion the
other points about which I wished to
speak. I have very much pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. D. J. Wordsworth.

House adjourned at 4.43 p.m,

Legislative Assenbly
Thursday, the 23rd March, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chalr at 11.00 am., and read prayers.

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Presbyterian Church of Australia Act
Amendment Bill.

2. Fransfer of Land Act Amendment
Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.
Graham (Acting Premier), and
read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Molion

Debate resumed, from the 22nd March,
on the following motion by Mr. Brown:—

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency’s Speech be agreed
to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Maost Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. JONES (Collie) (11.06 am.1: I rise
to support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply, First of all, I would
like to advise the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Bunbury that the
matters raised by them during the course
of their addresses will he covered by me
during this speech. I would also indlcate
that slthough the seat I now occupy is
on & different side of the House—the seat
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I occupled during my first three years in
Parliament was on the opposite side—my
views on power generation and the coal-
mining industry generally have not
changed one iota.

I came to this Parliament with an honest
approach, and during my submission I will
show that I have not changed my opinion,
irrespective of the fact that through the
change of Government I have changed
from one side of the House to the other.

Mr, Williams: Good for you!
Several members interjected.

Mr. JONES: BRBefore referring to the
numerous matters I have in mind, I will
mention a speech made by the member
for Mt. Marshall while speaking to the
Address-in-Reply on the 15th March.
Members will recall that the member for
Mt. Marshall referred to the increases in
union fees which had been made by va-
rious unions in Australia. He said that
in 1962 the annual fees paid to the
Amalgamated Engineering Union were
$0.97, but they were up to $16 in 1972. He
also said that the increase in the Aus-
tralian Workers' Union fees represented
& rise of 133.3 per cent.

The honourable member also stated that
phe amount of profit made on capital
invested at the market value of B.HP.
shares today reflects approximately 3 per
cent, on investment. The most important
part of his speech which I wish to deal
with is the reference he made to the
company being forced into the position
of increasing its charges because of claims
made by the industrial unions,

If we examine the share position, and
be honest with ourselves, we will see that
a number of companies have introduced
a policy of issuing bonus shares. Records
of such transactions are available at the
Companijes Office. My studies have re-
vealed that one company operating in
Western Australia paid a dividend of 9 per
cent. last year. However, since the com-
pany was formed there have been four
issues of bonus shares,

It will be seen that & person could buy
a number of $1 shares on the share market,
and because of the issue of four bonus
shares during the period of operation of
the company, his actual share asset in the
company would be considerably increased.
Such an inecrease in shareholding would
pravide a greater return in the way of
interest.

That brings me to the point where the
honourable memher referred to B.H.P., and
said that the Federal Government ap-
proved of the increase in the price of steel.
If we examine the history of the BH.P.
company it will become quite clear, in my
view, that the honourable member did not
do his homework. In fairness to him, he
was quoting a submission made in the
Federal Parliament.
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Let us look at the B.H.P, situation which
is revealing, to say the least. I have car-
ried out an investigation at the Stock
Exchange which shows that a person who
bought 100 shares in B.H.P. in 1885 would
have 12,300.37 shares today, allowing for
bonus issues, par issues, and premium
fssues since making the investment. I
realise 1885 is a long time ago, but the
investigation I undertook revealed this in-
formation.

Sir David Brend: I will say it is a long
time ago. You are not making a sound
case for yourself.

Mr. JONES: In terms of value, a person
who originally purchased 100 shares
which, with bonus and other issues have
now increased to 12,300, would find this
represents 1.32¢ each. In considering what
the honourable member was complaining
about, we will see that companies have
the knack of issuing bonus shares and div-
idends are payable on those shares, Ob-
viously this reflects in the whole operations
of the company. The current value of
BHP. shares 1s $12.70, and the par value
$2. The honourable member was complain-
ing about the poor returns to investors in
BHP. However, we must consider the
issuing of bonus shares, ete., which applies
not only to B.H.P. but to many other com-
panies as well. Companies have a per-
fect right to do this and I am not sug-
gesting, in any way, that they are acting
fllegally. However it is done and, in the
overall, has an effect on prices.

He also mentioned increased union fees
and said that whether or not a union in-
creased its fees was 8 matter for the union.
Another member interjected and asked
what the position was within the Farmers’
Union. The honourable member had in-
dicated that the Australian Workers’
Union had been forced to increase its fees
by 133.4 per cent. but he completely forgot
to mention an article which appeared In
The Countryman last week to the effect
that the annual subseription to the Far-
mers’ Unlon has been increased from $12
to $30.

Mr. Gayfer: That 1s not compulsory
subscription by any means.

Mr. JONES: I understand the member
for Avon was present at a certain meeting,
although he may correct me {f I am wrong.
Of course, the Farmers’ Union has a per-
fect right to increase its fees but, in de-
fence of the trade union movement which
tries to pay officials the highest possible
salary In order to attract the best men
for the job, it must be placed on record
that the Farmers’ Unlon, which is suppor-
ted by many members in this House, was
forced into a similiar position and recently
had to increase subscriptions by 150 per
cent.

Mr. McPharlin: Do you agree with the

principle that increased costs demand in-
creased charges to meet those costs?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. JONES: I have only limited time.

Mr. McPharlin: Why do you condemn
BH.P,?

Mr., JONES: I am not condemning
BH.P. but I am trying to show the true
position. I realise companies must make
profits but I ask: What is a reasonable
profit and what is an unreasonable one?

Mr. Willilams: What Is & reasonsable
profit?

Mr. JONES: The member for Bunbhury
had his opportunity to speak last evening;
I will not be side-tracked by interjections.
I understand the member for Avon was
present at a recent meeting of the Far-
mers’ Union, although he may correct me
if T am wrong. At this meeting the matter
of compulsory unionism was discussed. I
understand a motion was carrled by the
Farmers' Union supporting the need for
compulsory unionism—not preference to
unionists, but compulsory unionism.

Mr. Gayfer: I am not arguing on this,
but I say the amount of $30 is not a com-
pulsion at this stage.

Mr. Graham: At this stage!

Mr. JONES: Does the member for Avon
deny that a resolution was passed at the
meeting calling for compulsory unionism
within the union?

Mr. Gayfer: The motion was put but
not passed.

Mr. W. G. Young: A motion was put but
not carried.

Mr. Court: It makes a mighty difference.

Mr. Gayfer: We are still free to vote
the way we think,

Mr. JONES: I am drawing many inter-
jections this morning, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. McPharlin: Before you leave the
subject of B.H.P., would you say that some
union members are shareholders in BH.P.?

Mr. JONES: I do not know the business
of union members, Does the honourable
member think I am a spy for the trade
union movement?

Mr, McPharlin: You seem to be setting
yourself up as an authority.

Mr. JONES: If I am permitted, Mr.
Speaker, I will continue. Some members
on the other side of the House have ex-
pressed criticism of our Government since
it assumed office and have said that we
have done nothing. Last night the mem-
ber for Bunbury alleged in the Chamber
that the Coal Miners’ Union and the town
of Collie, generally, were unhappy with the
Government’s administration. Let us look
at some of the things which the Govern-
ment has effected since it took office.

It cannot be denied that since I have
been member for Collle I have continually
raised the matter of a boring programme
for the Collie coalfield. This has been
advocated not only by myself but also hy
the South-West Regional Council. All
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requests to the previous Government fell
on deaf ears. For the sake of the record
I think we should look at some of the
information given to the Labor Party when
in Opposition and decisions taken by the
previous Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment.

On the 23rd September, 1965, the then
Leader of the Opposition (The Hon. A. R.
G. Hawke) asked questions on a boring
programme for Collie. The question
reads—

In view of the fagt that Consulting
Mining Engineer Marshall and other
coalmining engineers at Collie disagree
with the statement by the Minister for
Electricity as published in The West
Australian on the 20th November,
1864, in which he claimed known
economic deposits of coal at Colile are
sufficient for only 30 years, will he
advise—

(1) Has a decision been made to
extend the new Muja power
station?

There is more to the question, but I wiil
not read the other parts. The relevant
parts of the reply were—

(1) No decision to extend beyond four
units each of 60 megawatts.

(3) and (4) The reserves of both the
open cut and deep coal are well
known following geologlcal and
geophysical examination, drilllng,
and the mining operations con-
ducted over the years.

It ts elear, to me at least, that the Govern-
ment of the day thought it knew what re-
serves of coal were located at Collie. Sub-
sequent to that the Premier of the day
(Sir David Brand) visited Bunbury and
made a public statement which appeared
in an edition of the South-Western Times
that there was probably more coal at Collie
than the Government knew about. I can-
not give the date of that announcement.

Mr. Nalder: Do you think that yourself?

Mr. JONES: I ask the Leader of the
Country Party to walt until I make my
point.

Mr. Nalder: In other words, you support
the idea.

Mr. JONES: I ask the honourable mem-
ber to listen and to allow me to make my
speech. I was about to repeat that I had
continually raised this question—and so
had the South-West Reglonal Council
—but it had fallen on deaf ears. I am
pleased to say that following consultation
with our Government g $400,000 drilling
programme is in progress in Collie,

Mr. Williams: This has been decided
upon by the two companies, Peabody and
Western Cellieries. The Government did
not open its mouth.

Mr. JONES: The Government worked
in close co-operation with the two com-
panies. The previous Government main-
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tained that it knew what coal reserves
existed at Collie but the joint venturers,
Peabody and Western Collieries, have now
decided the reserves are not known and,
in consequence, a $400,000 drilling pro-
gramme Is in operation.

Mr. Nalder: Who is paying for it?

Mr, Williams: The Government is not
paying & cracker.

Mr. JONES: Even before this program-
me was announced, a company in Collie
and the State Electricity Commission were
discussing the possibility of a joint venture
on a boring programmne,

Mr. Williams: Maybe so.

Mr. JONES: But the two companies
concerned in this programme decided to
g0 it alone. As far as I am concerned,
it emphasises my point that the companies,
which I suggest have a better knowledge
of the field than many members of this
House, are of the firm opinion that the
coal resources at Collie are not known.
This opinion is contrary to the informa-
tion which has been given in the State
Parliament. Might I therefore say it is
very pleasing to know that Western Col-
lierles have gone into this venture with
Peabody and that the Peabody Coalmining
Company of America has established its
Australian office at Collie. This augurs
very well for the future of the coalfield.

Mr., Nalder: And the Government is
absolutely sitting on the fence.

Mr. JONES: It is not sitting on the
fence. I also advise Parliament that West-
ern Collieries, in the interests of coal utili-
sation, have established a coal laboratory
at Collie. I understand that in the whole
of Australia there are only three such
laboratories dealing with the utilisation
of coal. The laboratory at Collie is under
the control of Dr. Moran, who is very
experienced in coal utilisation. It 1is
pleasing to know this laboratory has been
established. I think it brings back some
security to the coalfields.

Mr. Williams: That has been In opera-
tion for some years.

Mr. JONES: Irrespective of the views
expressed by members on the other side
of the House, the companies, the unions,
the South-West Regional Counecil, and
I are of the opinion that the reserves of
coal are not known. Surely the action of
the joint venturers—the Peabody Coalmin-
ing Company and Western Colllerles—sup-
ports the vlewpoint I have been putting
forward during the time I have been in
this House,

Mr. Williams: What is your Government
doing about 1t?

Mr. Nalder: Is the Government recom-
mending further increases in electricity
charges at Collie?

Mr. JONES: I move on to my next point.
I refer to a statement appearing in the
Collie Mail of Thursday, the 18th March.
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Mr. Nalder; He is not interested in fhe
SEC.

Mr. JONES: Under the heading “Coal
contracts: Tom Perry supports claims by
Miners’ Union,” The Hon. Tom Perry, who
is a well-known member in another place,
had this to say—

I support most strongly the Miners'
Union in their request that the Gov-
ernment extend the term of coal con-
tracts; give immediate consideration
to extending the Muja power station
and implement a policy for balanced
production of opencut and deep mine
coal that will give lasting security to
the coal industry in Collie.

It is important to note that he also said—

Whilst I realise that such a policy
may be more costly than that at pre-
sent adopted by the SE.C. it would
aid decentralisation and benefit the
State generally, as money spenit on
fuel for power generation would circu-
late within the State.

Let us now look at what the union was
asking for. I understand a mass meeting
of mineworkers called on the Government
to consider three matters, namely-——

1. Extensions to the Muja power

house.

2. Alterations to the existing coal
quotas.

3. The introduction of long-term

coal contracts.

It seems to me The Hon. Tom Perry is
trying to get on the bandwagon, for the
reasons which I will now explain.

If we cast our minds back for, say, two
vears, we will find that all these policies
were placed before the former Government
and were declined by the Liberal-Country
Party Government. It is all very well for
Mr. Perty to come out on the side of the
miners and say he fully supports them but
we must look at the activities of his Gov-
ernment during the last three years.

Mr. Williams: Now read the Minister’s
letter on page 5.

Mr. JONES: I will come to that. Just
give me time. Mr, Perry was so concerned
ahout coal quotas that on the 22nd Decem-
her, 1970, he introduced a deputation to
his Ieader, who was then the Minister for
Electricity.

Mr. Nalder: And the member for Collie
was present by invitation.

Mr. JONES: During that deputation we
discussed precisely what the miners are
now asking for, which is supported by Mr.
Perry. The result of the deputation was
that on the 22nd December, 1970, the then
Minister for Electricity, who is the Leader
of the Country Party, told Mr. Perry the
proposition was not on because it inveolved
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cost. Yet because we are now in Governe
ment Mr. Perry is saying in letters to the
C?lhe Maeail that he is right behind the
miners.

Mr,
views,

Nalder: He has not changed his

. Mr. JONES: He is now supporting the
implementation of their policy.

Mr, Williams: We did not make the pro-
mises your Governmeni made,

Mr, JONES: I will come io0 promises in
a moment. I now wish to refer to power
generation. When a decision was made to
tnerease the size of the Kwinana oil-
burning station the Coal Miners’ Union,
when I was its secretary, strongly opposed
this action. The Leader of the Country
Party knows we had several meetings with
the Country Party. While Mr. Perry, as
an individual member, might have been
opposed to the extensions at Kwinana, his
party did not support him.

I g0 so far as to say that while I was
secretary of the Coal Miners’ Unlon, I
addressed the members of the Country
Party in West Perth in order to put to
them the union's viewpoint. I understand
that at the State conference of the Country
Party a motion opposing the extensions at
Kwinana was advanced. I am given to
understand that motion was not supported
by the Country Party. We therefore have
the position that Mr. Perry is getting on
the bandwagon and criticising our Govern-
ment but he is not at the same time telling
the public that the Government he sup-
ported when it was in power, had every
opportunity to implement the first two
policies T have enumerated.

Mr. Williams: His Government never
promised to do so.

Mr. JONES: Is the honourable member
saying that The Hon, Tom Perry has
changed his views?

Mr. Willlams: I did not say that.

Mr. Reid: You said he was on the band-
WAEOD.

Mr. JONES: 1 said The Hon. Tom Perry,
as an individual member of the Country
Party, supported the Opposition at the
time but his Government did not support
him. It had ample opportunity to imple-
ment those policles. Now that Mr. Perry
is in Opposition, he sets himself up as a
martyr for the coalminers, saying, “I am
right behind you in attempts to force the
Government into something I could not
force my own Government into.” That is
the situation that confronts us.

Mr. Willlams: How much support did
you get from your Government for the
railways down there?

Mr., QGayfer: You are both very good
members for your electorates. Congratu-
lations!
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Mr. JONES: The Coal Miners’ Union
was one of the bodles instrumental in
bringing Mr. Perry to this place, and he
would not deny that, Let us have a look
st both sides.

1 fully subscribe to the extensions to
the Muja power house, and I will deal
with this matter in the time left to me
because I have something to say about
power utilisation. Before I deal with that
matter I want to say that last night the
member for Blackwood ralsed the ques-
tion of ihereased power costs. On the one
hand we have him saying the Govern-
ment must look at this matter, and on the
other hand we have The Hon. Tom Perry,
a member of the same party, saylng we
should not consider costs.

Mr. Nalder: He did not say that.
know he did not.

Mr. JONES: He is reported in the Collie
Mail—

Mr. Reid: I sald the charges should be
reduced, not that they should bhe looked
at.

Mr. Nalder: A moment ago you said
he encouraged an increase In costs.

Mr. JONES: I will read this again.
Mr. Nalder: Be truthful.

Mr. JONES: I am truthful. I have
never been dishonest since I have been in
this place. For the benefit of members I
say I still subscribe to the policies I spoke
about when I was on the other side, and
that is much more than members op-
posite can say.

The Hon. Tom Perry sald—

Whilst I realfse that such a policy
may be more costly than that at pre-
sent adopted by the SE.C. it would
ald decentralisation and beneflt the
State generally . . .

Mr. Nalder: He did not support In-
creased costs. That 1s what you said.

Mr. JONES: What is that tantamount
to? There must be balanced production
of coal at Collle. A sensible policy of
balanced production must be adopted to
meet the requirements. I thought the
member for Blackwood last night opened
his campaign for the Forrest electorate
later in the year.

Mr. Reid: You have a bpretty poor
opinion of me.

Mr, JONES: If we look at the honour-
able member’s charges against the Gov-
ernment, we see that many of the prob-
lems were brought about by Federal
Government policy. It would be true to
say that the Liberal Government has not
been operating in harmony during the
past 12 months, The Press leads us to
helieve that there is dissension in the
Liberal Party. There has been a litile
trouble in Tasmania and considerable
trouble in South Australia.

Mr. Court: Don't belleve all you hear.

You
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Mr. JONES: It would be true to say
that all 1s not rosy in the Liberal Party.

The member for Blackwood is con-
cerned about increased power costs. We
have to bear in mind that this Govern-
ment has been in power for 12 months.

Mr. Willilams: Much too long!

Mr. McIver: It will be in power a lot
longer, too!

Mr. Williams: Not the way it is earrying
on.

Mr. JONES: The policy of the State
Electricity Commission is lald down up
to 1976. Irrespective of our opinion of the
correct policy, the former Government, in
conjunction with the S.E.C., decided that
the requirements of the State will be met
when the No. 6 oil-burning unit is in-
stalled at Kwinana in 1976.

Mr, Willlams: Are the same people in
the S.EC. giving you advice as advised
the previous Government?

Mr. JONES: Giving me advice?

Mr., Williams: Giving your Government
adviece,

Mr. JONES:
Cabinet.

Mr, Willlams: If I was In your position

I would not answer for your Government
elther.

Mr. JONES: When the member for Bun-
bury 1s finished I will continue with my
speech,

Mr. Graham: The Government would
not want the member for Bunbury with
a 40-foot barge pole.

Mr. JONES: Concern has been expressed
by the memher for Blackwood about the
question of power policles over the next
four years, but 1t is a fact that these poli-
cles were determined prior to the Labor
Government coming into office.

Mr, Reld: That is not right: your Gov-
ernment put the charges up and the previ-

ous Government promised to bring them
dowmn.

Mr. JONES: We have many speakers
today. I would like to return to the coal
contracts.

Mr. Court: When you read us the letter
written by your Minister to the South-
West Regional Council on the 17th Janu-
ary, were you dealing with the power
station?

Mr. JONES: This Is the letter.

Mr. Williams: Does this letter conecern
the coal contracts or the power policy?

Mr. JONES: I only have limited time.
I will not be side-tracked by members,

It 1s true that the Minister for Electricity
wrote to the South-West Reglonal Couneil
on the 17th January about coal con-
tracts. I have a similar letter to the one
in the possession of the member for Bun-
bury. However, since then changes have

I cannot answer for
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been made. At that time the Minister
decided that long-term contracts were not
desirable for the reasons set out in the
letter. However, the Government is look-
ing at thls question again. This Is the
point raised by the member for Bunbury.

Mr. Willlams: This is a mirror Govern-
{??-nt" It says, "We are going to look at

Mr, JONES: Whilst Mr. Perry is men-
tioned in the main heading of the article
in the Collie Mail there is also a subhead-
ing, “Action by Tom Jones.” The action
referred to in the paper was that followlng
discussions bhetween the Premier and the
Chairman of the State Electricity Commis-
sion (Mr. Parker), the chairman would
meet union representatives at a meeting
next Wednesday.

I subscribe to the prineiple of long-term
contracts. Unllke some members I do not
go behind the bush. Long-term conhtracts
are essential for efficient planning in the
coalmining industry. This 1s especially so
In deep-mine developments, Deep-mine
development sections must be developed
ahead of the working sections of the mine,
Members will appreciate that a three-year
contract does not allow sufficient oppor-
tunity for efficlent planning and the pur-
chase of necessary equipment for the win-
ning of coal. I make no secret of the fact
that I subscribe to this proposition. I
have not changed my views and, as I
indicated to the mining Industry, I am of
the firm opinton that long-term contracts
gre very necessary, even though the former
Liberal-Country Party Government refused
to introduce them.

Mr. Williams: The former Government
never made any promises. Your Govern-
ment has, but what Is it dolng? The
Minister for Mines has saild, “No dice.”

Mr. JONES: I would like to refer to the
comments of the member for Bunbury last
night when he said it was reported that
I would seek independent endorsement.
Phillp Pendal was responsible for thjs
article and T wish to state to the House
that I did not give this information to
him. The article stated that I was beilng
pressured to conslder other endorsement
for a seat in Parliament. That is totally
incorrect and Philip Pendal had no right
to state that. He rang me about this and
I totally disagreed with 1t. Members of the
Opposition well know that for 20 years I
have subscribed to the trade union move-
ment. and have ideologies in relation to
certain policies. I have no thought of
seeking other endorsement because I am
very happy with the performance of our
Government.

Mr. Williams:; You are more easily
pleased than I thought.

Mr. JONES: The member for Bunbury
thought I was concerned about the change
in electoral boundaries. I am quite happy
with the alterations.

Mr. Gayfer: Agaln we disagree.
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Mr. JONES: That is the honourable
member’s oplnion. I am very happy with
tiae decision handed down by the commis-
sioners.

The member for Bunbury shot at the
Minister for Development and Decentral-
{sation, the Acting Premier.

Mr. Graham: Vitriolic!

Mr. JONES: As long as everything is
all right in Bunbury, everything in the
garden is rosy with the member for Bun-
bury. The moment mention is made of
plans for other towns everything is wrong.

Mr. Williams: I did not imply that. We
are guite happy.

Mr, JONES: Some members of your local
shire are not.

Mr, Williams: I am not responsible for
the shire.

Mr. JONES: Let us look at Councillor
Payton’s remarks, This Is his statement in
the Souih Western Times on the 11th No-
vember—

Cr. Payton claimed that Mr. Gra-
ham’s hints at Collie were prompted
by a clash between Labor M.L.A. Tom
Jones and the State Government,

Nothing is further from the truth.

I\Qr. Williams: You might he correct,
toot

Mr. JONES: As far as our Government
is concerned, the decision whether Alwest
will be based at Worsley or Picton will de-
pend on circumstances.

Mr. Wililams: So this was Alwest and
not another industry?

Mr. JONES: That is the factual situ-
atlon, and I am sure the Acting Premier
will support me in these remarks.

The performance of our Government
shows that we are Interested in the coal-
mining industry. I do not want to repeat
myself but I am forced to make this clear.
During the 12-year period of the previous
Government the Minister for Mines visited
Collie three times. All we heard then was
iron ore. T am glad to say this has changed
and we have already had four visits from
the Minister for Mines. He has examined
the question of leases and coal contracts.

Mr. Reid: Do you agree it is the policy
of your QGovernment to Increase the
charges?

Mr. JONES: I am not golng to be side-
tracked as my time is running out.

The member for Bunbury alleged that
the people of Collie were disappointed with
the performance of the present Govern-
ment. Let us study the penslon amend-
ments we passed last year. Requests for
assistance in this area were submitted
frequently to the previous Government
but they fell on deaf ears.

Let us also look at the Collie Hospital.
There js a special ward in the male section
of the Collie Hospital, Last year it was
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necessary for a policeman to be placed on
duty all night at the hospital due to the
fact that there 1s a scarcity of special
wards, and 1t was necessary for certain
patients to be protecied. I am pleased to
say that plans are being prepared to
remedy this situation. At the moment
asthmatics are reguired to accept accom-
modation in verandah beds. Anyone know-
ing the very cold conditions at Collie and
the problems of asthmatics will realise
that early attention should have bheen
given to this matter.

I refer also to the building of the police
station. This shows that our Government
is at least taking some interest in Collie.
Under the present conditions a prisoner
serving time at the Collie gaol is not able
to have a shower—not even a cold shower.
This applies also to women., Even before
men have been found guilty of a charge
they are required to wash under a tap. I
think that is a disgraceful set of circum-
stances, to say the least. So it Is indeed
pleasing fo see that ocur Government fs
glving some consideration to the matter,
and that it has agreed to build a new po-
lice station.

A new Mines Department building has
also been constructed because the old one
was riddled with white ants. Also, a can-
teen is planned for the Collie High School.

I turn now to the question of power gen-
eration, I am still not happy with the
policies adopted by the State Electricity
Commission, I think nowhere else in the
world—and I stand open to challenge on
this matter—

Mr. Williams: Is it the Government or
the State Electricity Commission?

Mr. JONES: Let me finish my point, I
have traversed the reports from all States
in this Commonwealth and those from
all other parts in the world, and I know of
no instance where other fuels are being
used whilst coal s available economically.
Let us consider this sifuation in the lim-
ited time available to me. If we study the
annual report of the State Electricity
Commission of Queensland we will find
that immense extensions are being made
to old coal-fired power stations.

As a matter of fact, $13,000,000 is being
spent on extensions to the Swanbank power
station, $3,400,000 is being spent on the
Gladstone power station, and $2.000,000 on
the Cellinsville power station, So in that
State coal is being preferred to other fuel.

Mr. Nalder: Those power stations are
not in Brisbane, though, are they?

Mr, JONES; No, but they are in Queens-
land.
Mr, Nalder: But not in Brisbane.

Mr. Willlams: Let us have a look at the
economics.

Mr. JONES: We will consider the costs
in a moment. If we look at the New South
Wales Electricity <Commission’s annual
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report for 1971 we will find that old power
houses are being extended. I am sure the
former Minister for Electricity will know
the power houses when I refer to them.
The extensions being contemplated in New
South Wales include the addition of two
660 megawatt units to the power station
at Vales Point, which is situated in the
Newcastle area, and that is not a new
power station.

Mr, Nalder: That is on the coal field.

Mr. JONES: We also find that in the
north of New South Wales colossal ex-
tensions are being made to the Wallera-
wang power station. Time does not permit
me to traverse the full situation. How-
ever, I will endeavour to deal with coal
costs separately, possibly at another time.

It is true that in South Australia there
has been a decline in the use of coal; but,
of course, this is understandable because
that State finds itself in a position similar
to that of Tasmania where limited coal
supplies are available,

Mr. Nalder: There is a Labor Govern-
ment there, that ls why.

Mr. JONES: However, in this State, if
we lock at the 1971 annual report of the
State Electricity Commission, we find the
following on page 8:—

The rapid growth of the system (an
average of 1219 over the past 5 years)
mesans that the Compgission must
double its generating capacity and
extend and strengthen transmission
every six years to meet the increased
demand of its consumers,

So it is quite apparent that very shortly
the commission in this State will have to
consider ordering additional plant as a
result of the delay between the date of
ordering and the date of delivery of such
plant. It appears to meé—and I am open
to correction on this—that nowhere else
in Australla do electricity commissions
prefer other types of fuel where coal Is
available at an economie cost.

Let us consider the situation which ob-
tains in South Africa. The former Gov-
ernment argued the matter of the avalil-
ability of water. What is happening in
South Africa is anybody’s business. I have
recently received a report from the Anglo
American Corporation of South Africa
Limited. This is what Is happening in
that country as far as coal for power
generation s concerned—

Initial deliveries have been made to
the Electricity Supply Commission's
Arnot power station in terms of a con-
tract by which the Group will supply
5.5 miliion tons of coal a year to Arnot
when it reaches full capacity. Work
has started on the site of the 3000 MW
Kriel station to which we have con-
tracted to supply 7.9 milllon tons a
year.

So it will be seen that once agaln coal
is preferred.
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I have with me the most disturbing
statement associated with power generation
in the world that I have read for some
time. I hope members will listen to this,
1t is a publication which has just bee_n
released in America. To say the least, it
is most revealing. It is an extract from
the Coal Mining & Processing Journal
of January, 1972. It is a fairly short
extract and, with your Indulgence, Mr.
Speaker, I will read it out. Under the
heading of “New York orders utilities to
keep coal units” the following is stated:—

The New York State Public Service
Commission has ordered the State’s
utilities to maintain in service all
present coal-fired generating capacity
or to keep it in standby readiness. In
addition, the PSC ordered utilities to
submit detailed plans for meeting their
power demands in the event of in-
terruptions of residual fuel oil ship-
ments. The commission acted after
receiving a staff report indicating that
a substantial shift from coal to re-
sildual oll for fossil-fueled power
generation has made the utilitles vul-
nerable to interruptions in foreign oil
supply.

Mr. Williams: Wash’t there something
about the environment in that?

Mr, JONES: I think that extract clearly
spells out the problem, and it is a problem
which could well confront our State. If
any member took the opportunity to study
the submissions of the late Sir Harold
Raggatt before the Senate inquiry into fuel
oil he will find that Sir Harold made a
statement that we would have to find three
Barrow Islands by 1972 in order to be self-
sufficicnt in fuel oil. I know the question
of natural gas must be considered; but at
this point of time, and bearing in mind the
planning of our State Electricity Com-
mission, what would be our pesition if our
fuel oil supplies were cut off?

As has bzen stated by the Joini Coal
Board, it is quite clear to me that the cil
companies set out to obtain the customers
of coal, and in some States they have done
this most effectively. I ask the question:
What would be the position if we found
ourselves in a situation of limited oil
supplies in this State, because the Kwinana
station ecannot be converted to a coal-
burning station?

Mr. Reid: How close is the natural gas
pipeline to the Collie coalfields?

Mr. JONES: It is intended that the gas
pipeline will go to Pinjarra, but I do not
know how far it has gone,

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five minutes.

Mr. JONES: The manager of the State
Electricity Commission recently met a dele-
gation from the coalmining unjons and he
told the delegation that so far as the cost
of fuel oil is concerned there is very little
difference hetween the cost of coal and oil
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for power generation. However, he did say
that the capital cost of a coal-burning
station is far in excess of the capital cost
of an oil-burning station. What puzzles
me—and I have not found an answer to
this {ime—is that this problem must alse
have application in all the other States
of the Commonwealth, and in other
countries of the world. They must be
faced with a similar problem.

Mr. Court: They have more coal and
cheaper coal.

Mr. JONES: We will have a look at the
cost in a moment, if time permits. If it is
possible to overcome this problem in other
States of the Commonwealth and in other
countries of the world, and to use coal in
preference to other fuels, then is not that
policy also possible in Western Australia?

The member for Bunbury raised the
question of the price of coal, so let us con-
sider it. I have not the figures for Queens-
land, but the Joint Coal Board indicates
the situation in its annual report for 1971~
72. It shows that in the northern dis-
tricts of New South Wales the average cost
of coal per ton is $5.64, and in the western
districts it is $3.75.

Mr. Williams: Is this on the field?

Mr. JONES: Yes, this is the pit head
price. In the southern districts the price
is $8.26. Collie coa) Is cheaper and gives
greater heat. When one considers the
maisture content of Collie coal and the ash
content of the New South Wales coal,
there is very little difference between the
price of the two ¢oals. So it will be seen
that we are producing open-cut coal at
Collie at the moment, and one open-cut
is producing coal for just over $2 a ton.

Mr. Williams: How much is your output
and the cost of the coal in proportion?

Mr. JONES: Since the issue of the re-
port to which I have just referred, there
have heen wage increases in the Eastern
States and at Collie, It is true that the
deep-mined coal at Collie now costs, on the
average, 57 a ton. It will readily be seen
from the report of the Coal Board in New
South Wales that the average price in one
of the districts in New South Wales and at
Collie is much the same. I will go further
to say that if the mines at Collie were given
larger orders they would be able to con-
sider a reduction in price,

My time, unfortunately, is running out,
but I have been pleased to hear all the
interjections that have been made whilst
I have been speaking. Obviously I have
opened up a few old wounds. In fairness
to the union which I served, as secretary,
for 17 years, and in fairness to the people
who elected me to this House, I wani to
make it clear that my policy has not
changed. I have made many investigations
into this subject and I could have quoted
many more reports to the House because
I have read closely the policies in regard
to power generation that are followed in
other parts of the world, and it is.
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quite clear to me that coal is still pre-

ferred as a fuel for power generation.

Therefore the statement that has been
issued in the United States of America
should be a warning to all of us.

Mr. Court: What about the letter you
were going to read?

Mr. JONES: I was pleased to see in the
Governor’'s Speech the statement concern-
ing the proposal to introduce legislation to
establish a department under the Minister
for Fuel. I think this is warranted. A
further reference was made in the Speech
to proposed amendments to the Industrial
Arbitration Act.

Mr., Williams: How about quoting the
letter of the 1Tth January?

Mr. JONES: If any member would care
to visit Collie to talk to representatives
of the coalmining companies and to the
men employed in the industry he will find
that they are quite happy with the present
Government’'s performance, not only in the
coalmining Industry but also in the town
ix;ﬂ general ever since this Government took
office.

Mr. Court: What about that letter dated
the 10th January you were going to read?

Mr. Jones: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition did not give me any time.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville) [11.53 a.m.1:
I join with other members of this Cham-
ber in supporting the motion for adopting
the Address-in-Reply to the Governor’s
Speech. Prior to dealing with some aspects
of His Excellency’s Speech, and one in
particular dealing with Government ad-
ministration, I want to set the record clear
in respect of certain statements that were
made during the debate on the Address-
in-Reply last night. Unfortunately I was
absent from the Chamber because of a
heavy cold and I trust my voice will last
for the full period I hope to speak this
afternoon.

I have had an opportunity to hear the
statements relevant to what went on in the
Chamber last night on the news over the
air this morning, as well as reading a re-
port of the proceedings in this morning's
Press. Firstly, I take no exception to the
motives of the member for South Perth in
speaking the way he did. I have always
sald that one of the essential qualifications
of a member of Parliament is that he shall
have a skin half an inch thicker than the
skin of a rhinoceros, and I have that skin.
Although T admit that in the heat of the
debate at the moment I made personal re-
marks about the member for Mirrabooka,
to which he took exception during his
speech on this Address-in-Reply debate,
it is not often that I lose my cool—to use
the modern idiom—but I did on that occa-
sion, and Iif in fact he felt it was an unfair
and unwarranted attack on him I can do
no better than to use this public forum to
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express my apologies to him for so doing.
However, he will find, at some point in time,
that no matter how he attempts to retain
his sense of humour and decorum, he is
likely to fall into the same sort of trap.

I want to make it perfectly clear that
there was no collusion between myself and
any member of the Government in respect
of the question I asked. I also want to
make it perfectly clear that if T were at-
tempting to take advantage of, or to em-
barrass, any person, it was an attempt
to embarrass the Premier.

Most of us can remember, I think, that
during 1957 or 1958, the Premier, who was
then Deputy Premier in the Hawke Ad-
ministration, went overseas with & view {o
encouraging industry to come to this State
and evervbody was full of praise for this
particular effort. Reading the newspapers
of the day it was a bit like looking at a
cricket score; because, firstly, there was
the promise of one Industry coming to this
State, then a couple more, and then a few
motre after that, and we were given the
impression that when the Deputy Premier
of that day returned to Western Australia
we could expect an influx of new industries
to the State which all of us would have
sincerely welcomed and appreciated.

However, the only industry that came to
Western Australia as a result of this par-
ticular visit overseas was the Klinger
Ashestos industry which is established in
the electorate of East Melville, and I know
it quite well. It is not a big industry. How-
ever, durlng the election campaigns, and
after the general election, quite a deal of
ridicule was directed at the member for
Melville—who had become the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition—because of the
failure of this particular misston.

It does not matter to me whether Han-
cock and Wright, the Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation, a fellow called
“Joe Blow,” or anybody else brought this
industry to Western Australin. I do not
care who was responsible, as long as it Is
estabtished in this State. My only purpose
in asking the question, completely without
any collusion with members of the Govern-
ment, was to attempt to embarrass the
Premicr. This is a legitimate duty of any
member of the Opposition. If my question
backfired that is my bad Juck, and I take
no exception to the motives that were be-
hind the speech made by the member for
South Perth.

T now wish to deal with certain matters
referred to in the Governor's Speech. In
particular I want to deal with certain items
of legislation that are foreshadowed, par-
ticularly in relation to housing. On that
subject I will probably have a little more
to say than on other matters I will raise.
In the Governor's Speech the following
statement appears:—

The Government proposes to intro-
duce legislation amending the State
Housing Act to give effect to the new
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Housing Assistance Grant arrange-
ments between Commonwealth and
State.

Members will be aware that from now on
the old Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreements, which used to run for a period
of five years, have been abandoned, not at
the wish of the State, but at the behest
of the Commonwesith.

Instead of housing funds being made
available at 1 per cent. below the bond
rate, they are now made available at the
bond rate, and to replace the 1 per cent.
concession, under an extremely compli-
cated formula, there will be a cash non-
repayable amount made available to the
State which, in essence, would equate the
old 1 per cent. interest rate concession.
As I understand it, there 1s also a pro-
vision that if the State makes 30 per cent.
of these loan funds available to building
sacieties it will receive cash nonrepayable
amounts in lieu of the interest concession.

In other words, the new system really
puts into different words the same
principles that obtained under the old
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment. Put another way, if the State used
the money in the future as it was required
to do under an agreement in the past, then
it receives a cash grant instead of an inter-
est concession., One of the provisions is
that 30 per cent. of the housing funds allo-
cated to the State housing authority
should be directed to the building societies.
I want to point out—I will elaborate on this
a little later—that under the system which
has been adopted, which I have been
questioning for some time, in effect, only
15 per cent. of the funds are made avail-
able unconditionally to the building
socleties,

We were critical of the fact that despite
a very high level of unemployment, par-
ticularly in the building industry, these
funds to the bullding societies were not
made available until some six months after
the normal time when they were generally
made avallable. When I was Minister for
Housing the allocation was made almost
invariably in the month of July or early
in August—at the beginning of the finan-
cial year. I regret the Minister for Hous-
ing is not in the Chamber, but to the best
of my knowledge I understand that no allo-
cation was made to building societies until
half way through the present financial
year; that is, some time in December.

The reasons given were acceptable in
that, firstly, the Commonwealth had to
legislate to make the funds available; and,
secondly, the State had to work out under
what terms and conditions the funds would
be made available, because there were no
prior discussions on this issue before the
Commonwealth made its decision.

I tried to press the Government to find
some way in which to release funds to the
building societies—albeit the final agree-
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ment was not completely settled—in order
to alleviate the unemployment situatlon.
I was told it was not possible to do that.

There is a rather strange statement
which follows on immediately in the
Governor’s Speech—--

State funds have been allocated to
Building Societies to stimulate bullding
industry employment.

I should point out that these are not funds
provided under any Commonwealth and
State Heusing Agreement, but they are
State funds.

If 1t was possible to allocate State funds
in December in lieu of the other funds to
the building societies and to housing gener-
ally, why was it not possible to do that at
the beginning of the financial year, especi-
ally when we on this side were pressing for
that to be done?

Other sugegestions contained in the
Governar's Speech with respect to the
housing legislation are to Increase to $9,000
the advance on first mortgage canditions.
This is to apply to advances for the pur-
chase of State Housing Commission homes.
When the legislation comes forward I
imagine we will have little difficulty in
agreeing with this particular proposition.

There is the following comment In the
Governor's Speech—

Legislation is proposed to ralse levels
of ellgibility for Housing Commission
accommodation.

It is perfectly true that over a period of
time, because of rapidly increasing wages,
certaln tradesmen who would have been
eligible for Housing Commlission assistance
at one polnt of time ceased to be eligible
a little later. That is because the eligi-
bility conditions applylng to applicants are
laid down In the State Housing Act,

I must make this point: There are no
fixed terms for eligibllity under the Com-
monwealth and State Housing Agreements,
but as a matter of policy, and to maintain
uniformity, =all Governments — whether
they be of my political colour or of other
complexlons—determined that the condi-
tlons lald down under the State Housing
Act would apply to houses constructed with
elther Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement funds or with State funds. That
is guite reasonable.

I must point out that the only amend-
ments which have been made to the eligi-
bility conditions under the State Housing
Act at thls point of time have been made
by Liberal Governments. I think I made
that point previcusly. I would say this:
During the latter period of my term of office
as Minister for Housing very serious con-
sideration was given to increasing the eligl-
bhillty conditions, but there was one very
impertant factor which had to be kept in
mind.

There is little point in saying that the
commission will necept applicants with an
income higher than the present level 1f
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there 18 no possibility of supplying them
with accommodation. If there is no in-
crease in State Houslng Commission build-
ing activity, and no additional funds avall-
able for housing, all we will do by
increasing the number of applicants i1s io
increase the number on the walting list
and at the same time fncrease the waifing
period.

Mr. Taylor: You could not change the
philosophy from a demand situation to a
needs sltuation to glve greater flexibility?

Mr. O'NEIL: Different methods are used
in each State of the Commonwealth for
determining elgibility. We happened to
adopt this particular system many years
ago after we had tried other systems; but
this was long before my time in Parla-
ment. One State has adopted a methed
under which priority for assistance is de-
termined by a points system relating fo
income, family size, and other factors. In
some other States there are small district
commitiees, of which the Iocal member
of Parliament Is & member, to vet the
applicants and to determine who is.and
who 1s not to be placed on the list. A
similar system applied in this State im-
mediately after the last war, but after a
period of time in which gdifferent systems
were tried out, the system currently still
In use was adopted. This does not mean it
is the best system.

A great deal of research has been under-
taken into ways and means of determining
the fairest metheod to allocate the limited
resources of the State Housing Commission
to people in need of housing. I would have
to wait until the Government'’s legislation
{s introduced to bhe sure on this, but I
would think from what I have read that
once again we will perpetuate in the
Statute a flgure of salary or wage income
which will establish the level of eligibility.
The only way it can be altered is by intro-
ducilng an amending Bill to Parllament to
alter the eligibility level,

Mr, Taylor: Would you be happy with
the fixing of eliglbility by regulation from
time to time?

Mr. O'NEIL: My own idea is that each
year the commission, which after all com-
prises Individuals, should make a survey
of all appropriate factors to determine
eligibility; and to proclaim that from a
certain date untll further reviewed the
ellgibility level will be set at a certain
flgure. So, the Minister, on the recom-
mendatlon of the commlission, may pro-
claim the requirements and qualificattons
for admlission to the Housing Commission’s
list,

Mr. Taylor: You might find the Minister
will e very happy to hear that.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am glad to see that an
ex-Minister for Housing agrees with an
ex-ex-Minister for Housing!

Mr. Taylor: He does on that point.
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Mr. O'NEIL: I note that further on in

the Governor's Speech the following
appears:—
Legislattion will be introduced

amending the Housing Loan Guaran-

tee Act to provide for more adequate

advances.
This proposal was also on the stocks prior
to the change of Government. It was &
propesal to amend the Act to bring it more
into line with the current prices of houses
and iand, to enable lenders of money for
homes {o apply for Government guaran-
tees in respect of the money they lend.
I do not think we will raise much objection
to this proposal if 1t is, in fact, what we
as the previous Government had in mind.

There is another terse comment in the
Speech of His Excellency—

The Government alse proposes
rntendments {o the Bullding Socleties’
ct.

We have heard a good deal about the pro-
posals of the Government. I know there is
n¢ particular reference or qualification to
control the interest rate. So, I think that
prior to his departure overseas the Prem-
ier, in answer {o a question, finally ad-
mitted that he had had to give second
thoughls to this ill-considered proposal
which appeared in his policy speech.

In respect of legisiation to be introduced
to deal with labour matters, there is to
be a construction safety Bill to repeal the
Inspection of Scaffolding Act. I well re-
call! two years ago my being taken to task
by members on the opposite side of the
Haouse for not introducing this plece of leg-
islation. It had been prepared for a couple
of years, but certaln commitments to have
the matter vetted by the people concerned
had yet to be met.

In fact I think my Government, through
the Governor's Speech, announced its in-
tention the year before last to intreduce
such a Bill. I understand the proposed
iegislation is in precisely the same form as
was the Bill we intended to introduce two
years ago; but now all the lines have been
cleared and the Bill will see the light of
day this session, I hope.

Mr. Taylor: The point has been well
taken. The Bill will be before us on Tues-
day or Wednesday of next week.

Mr. O'NEIL: Another paragraph in the
Governor’s Speech reads—
The Workers' Compensation Act is
heing reviewed, and amending legisla-
tion will ne recommended.

I have a guestion on next Tuesday’s no-
tice paper as to what action will be taken
in this regard so I will not comment any
further on the matier at this stage.

I wish to revert to the subject of finance
for State housing and the use of the Home
Builders® Account, which is the fund
through which certain moneys are directed
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to building societles. I read with some con-
cern that the Government has decided to
make an allocation of $300,000 to a new
rerminating building society established by
and under the contro! of the Trades and
Labor Council of Weslern Australia. I
noted that the maximum logn wouid be
$11,000 and the maximum period of re-
payment would be 25 years. A statement
was made that borrowers would be charged
interest ai 5.95 per cent. reducible per
aniium, and a little comment which said
that they wouald pay a management fee
of 5S¢ for every $100 borrowed, This is a
fee of which I understand the Premier was
most critical in respect of the operations
o permanent and other societies. So I
asked a question to find out just what this
5¢ per $100 was. The question reads—

Is the '‘nanagement fee of 5 cents per
$100 borrowed a single payment, or an
annual charge per $100 of loan, and,
if neither, what is i{?

The answer was that it was a continuing
charge payable monthly, which I sus-
pected it would be. I also asked what
the management fee represented as a per-
centage charge per annum on the loan,
and I was told this was § per cent. per
annum. I then followed up with the
following questions:—

Adding this management fee to the
interest rate charged what is the
effective interest (and other charges)
rate to the horrower?

What is the interest rate charged to
societies by the Government in respect
of these advances?

Instead of glving the tofal interest rate,
the Information given was evasive, to say
the least, the answers being—

The management fee approximately
equals an interest charge of $9% per
annum reducible.

4% below the long term bond rate
ruling at time advances are drawn.

This makes the interest not 5.95 per cent.,
as quoted first, but 6.7 per cent. Whether
or not this Is accurate I do not know be-
cause other questions have adduced the
fact that the funds made nvallable to the
bullding societles are at # per cent. below
the bond rate, and the charge allowed by
the societles is 2 per cent. Therefore
the money lent by the soclety to the bor-
rower should be at the bond rate; in other
words, the Government carries 3 per cent.
below the bond rate and allows the build-
Ing societies to use that 3 per cent. for
management, Therefore the effective
rate to the borrower ought to be the bond
rate. Whether that rate 13 6.7 per cent.
or 7 per cent. is something I have not had
time to check:; but I suspect the bond
rate is 7 per cent. So the addition of
this management fee and the interest
seems to Indicate some discrepancy I have
not had time to analyse.
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A further condition applled to money
to be made available from the Home
Builders' Account to building societies for
lending to borrowers; and that was that
50 per cent. of the money must go
to mutually acceptable cominission ap-
plicants and must be used to purchase
new State housing homes, This, to me,
seemed to be completely ridiculous.

The commission already advances loans
to borrowers to buy its own houses. It
advances the money at 5% per cent. per
annum over a maximum period of 45
years, whereas the money from building
societies—that is State money directed
through building societies under terms and
conditions sagreed to between the State
and the Commonwealth—will be advanced,
in this particular instance through the
T.L.C., for 25 years, which is 20 years
less, and the interest rate is 1§ per cent.
higher, So in fact what the State s
doing is saying, “We will give more money
to the building societies provided you use
half of it to buy our stock at interest
rates and terms and conditions far more
disadvantagecus to the borrower than
those already existing.”

Mr, Taylor: While I do not pretend tu
understand the situation fully because I
am not the Minister for Housing, I believe
the money referred to is not money which
gould normally go to purchase State

omes.

Mr., O'NEIL; That s right.

Mr. Taylor: It iz money normally going
to bullding societies and will enable people
without a need situation but perhaps with
a demand situation to get a house for
which they would normally have to wait
indefinitely although they are reglstered
with the commission. I am thinking that
this might be part of the answer,

Mr. O’NEIL: I have had difficulty in
getting answers to some questions. I sdmit
they have been answered accurately with-
out any of the frills and explanations I
would like., However, I have to admit
quite frankly that had I been in the same
embarrassing position as the Minister, I
would have answered the questions in
exactly the same way and forced the in-
quiring member to follow up with question
after question hbecause I suspect that this
particular action by the Government could
be illegal.

The terms and conditions of the Com-
monwealth and State Housing Agreements
were deslened to promote home owner-
shin for every Tom, Dick, and Harry, and
to provide houses for pecple of low and
moderate means through a Government
housing authority.

The terms were that at least 30 per cent.
had to go to building societies so borrowers
could obtain money on different terms and
conditions and without any salary eligi-
bility. They could alsp buy houses In
areas of their choice and of a design of
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their choice. 'This was to help people not
eligible for State Housing Commission
assistance. The agreement stated quite
clearly that not less than 30 per cent. of
the funds must be used for this purpose.

Mr, Taylor: True,

Mr, O'NEIL: What this is doing is say-
ing, “All right, we will give 30 per cent. of
our funds away. That will gualify us for
the cash nonrepayable grant in lieu of the
interest subsidy, but then half that money
must go back to buy houses for State
Housing Commission applicants.” Seo, in
effect, only 15 per cent. of the funds have
been made available to the building
societies for use at their diseretion, and
this would breach the agreements which
existed in the past. Whether or not the
State has obtained the approval of other
Ministers for Housing as well as the
Commonwealth to use these funds differ-
ently is something of which I am unaware;
but T suspect that if this matter were re-
searched thoroughly it would be found
that the QGoavernment is breaching the
terms and conditions upon which the pay-
ment in liew of interest is being made, or
else it is prepared to forgo the cash
nonrepayable grant which has replaced the
interest subsidy.

Mr. Taylor: I think the Minister will be
able to answer your points, but one matter
which was a problem at the time, and you
will appreciate this point, is that the new
agreement meant the State would have to
put a far greater proportion of Common-
wealth funds into building societies because
of the change of formula. Therefore when
you mentioned only 15 per cent. instead of
30 per cent. being used, in actual fact the
same amount will be going to building
societies as has gone to them in the pre-
vious five years. The amount referred to
would have heen an extra bonus 50 no-one
amongst those who received funds in the
past will suffer.

Mr. O’'NEIL: Well, I think the Minister
for Labour—

Mr. Taylor: Is trying.

Mr. O'NEIL: —had better discuss this
matter with the new Minister for Houslng,
It is important to note that it will be
necessary to amend the State Housing Act
to make arrangements for the financing of
housing through the Home Builders’
Account. The Governor also stated in his
Speech that it -is necessary to wvalidate
actions already taken. The actions which
have been taken that need ratification will
be of major interest when we debate the
issue.

I am concerned that the Government in
its endeavour to meet certain conditions in
respect of granting approval for housing
finance may, in fact. breach—in principle
if not completely—the agreement under
which the funds are made avzilable. The
Government has either done that or it is
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prepared to forgo a substantial nonrepay-
able cash grant which was to be used to
subsidise the rents charged on houses.

Mr. Taylor: We have not forgone any
funds& which we could possibly have re-
ceived.

Mr. O’'NEIL: A condition of the Home
Builders' Account advances for 1971-72 is
that 50 per cent., of the allocation to each
society is to be applied to finance the pur-
chase of State Housing Commission group
built new homes by mutually accepted
State Housing Commission applicants.
There would have to be a breach of agree-
ment in those citeumstances because 50
per cent., of the money is being used to
purchase houses.

Mr. Taylor: Through building societies.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am sorry the Minister for
Housing is not present, but I appreciate
the reason for his absence. I asked the
question to find out what advantage this
scheme would be to & home purchaser. We
must remember that the purchaser, or the
borrower of money, under this scheme
must be an eligible State Housing Com-
mission applicant. Also, he must be
acceptable through his financial capaecity
to repay a building society loan, and that
is fair enough. However, that same person
could, in fact, purchase a house from the
State Fousing Commission on terms laid
down in the Act.

Mr, Taylor: If the commission had
enough houses to go around, yes.

Mr. O'NEIL: The money will be available
only for the purchase of new houses, so the
houses have to be built first. I also asked
what the difference would be in the
monthly repayments on a house pur-
chased under the Housing Commission
system and a house purchased under this
shandy-gafi—for want of a betier expres-
sion—arrangement. The difference will be
$15.34 & month. If we are to talk about
the home owner paying less in outgoings
per week from his wages, in respect of
purchase accommodation, this figure is
important. It is not so much & case of
whether he repays the loan over 25 years
or 45 years; what we ought to be concerned
about is how much of his weekly pay is
being spent in providing a roof over the
heads of his wife and children,

If a person is successful in his applica-
tion for a State Housing Commission home
he can enter Into a contract and pay
$15.34 less each month than would be the
case if he was buying the same house and
was forced to go to a building society to
use State funds. That does not make
sense and is completely off beam.

I further asked if a person was pre-
~ared to pay the extra $15.3¢ a month
would he receive priority, and the answer
was “No.” 1 asked for an explanation
and I was told to put the question on the
notice paper. I still do not see what ad-
vantage it is to tell a person that he is
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eligible for housing finance, but if he
obtains that finance through a butlding
society he will pay an extra $15.34 a month.,
That does not make sense.

Referring to the Home Builders’ Account
and the allocation of State funds to build-
ing societies either under the terms of the
agreement or the new arrangement, we were
told that some $5,000,000 was allocated to
various building societles throughout the
State for the purpose of financing people
into their own homes, and homes of their
own choice, at least in respect of half of
the money. There is an unallocated sum of
$390,000 in the account, and that is fair
enough because it has always been policy
to hold a certain sum of money in the
account to meet requests for loans, in
special circumstances, when money was hot
available from building societies.

The funds are distributed to two groups
of societies: permanent and terminating.
Terminating societies are essentially co-
operatives and, in a great number of cases,
are designed to help the ordinary workers.
There Is a society called Westminer at
Kwinana which was established and
funded, to a large degree, by the Western
Mining Corporation and assisted by the
State to enable workers to purchase homes.
There is also a Westminer society at Kal-
goorlie which is the same type of set-up
and helps provide accommodation for the
workers employed by the company. In
some cases the companies concerned even
go beyond making loan funds available
to workers and advance the deposits.

Another terminating soclety is named
Steelworkers. Other societies are related
to specific industries, Some socleties have
been in operation for some years and are
conducted by unions. I refer to the Postal
Employees’ Union which runs seven term-
inating socletles, the Railway Employees
Union with seven societles, and the W.A.
Carpenters Unfon which, up to date, has
run 14 socletles. A new soclety s started
when the funds of the previous society
have been exhausted. The accounts are
kept separately because terminating
societies operate that way. The Police
Union previously ran eight terminating
societies, and I have already mentioned the
Westminer socteties at Kwinana and Kal-
goorlie with nine terminating socleties.

It seems strange to me that some of the
societies which essentially assist the ordin-
ary worker to purchase a home were not
given an allocation., It Is true that the
policy which obtained regarding the allo-
cation of State funds to assist in home
building related, at least in the third year
of operation, to the energy of the society
and its ahility fo obtain funds from in-
stitutional orgenisations. That was a
sprat to catch a mackerel, because for the
first two years the State virtually supported
the societles which loaned money. Once
the societies were on their feet they were
able to approach various institutions for
additional moneys which they could make
available by way of housing loans. It is
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probably true that some of the societies
}verg not over-energetic In ohtaining those
unds.

In reply to a question I asked on this
matter the Minister told me that it has
been long-standing policy in the case of
terminating societies to require them,
after one or two years, to establish some
effort to ralse funds from other sources.
The Minister went on to say that the
Western Australlan Carpenters, Teachers,
and Railway Employees Societies did not
raise any funds during 1970-71, and there-
fore did not qualify for allacation in 1971~
T72. That is fair enough, However, he
also said that an allocation had been made
to the Postal Employees Soclety and that
advances were belng made.

The Minister then made a rather strange
comment and said that the Police Boclety
originally received an allocation. So one
would assume that the Police Soclety had
already ralsed some institutional funds to
qualify for the allocation. However, the
Minister went on to say that by agree-
ment the allocation to the Police Soclety
had been transferred to another society.
I intend to ask a further question to find
out to which soeclety the money was trans-
ferred. I suspect it might have been the
Trades and Labor Council because I under-
stand it expects another $100,000 from
the Government. The Minister went
on to say that the money had been trans-
ferred because of the lack of demand from
persons eligible for advances from the
Police Soclety.

I have also asked a question: Why is 1t
that there are persons ineligible for ad-
vances from the Police Society? As I have
said, the answer referred to the “Lack of
demand from persons eligible for advances
from the Police Society.” What terms and
conditions has this particular bullding
soclety imposed upon its applicants to the
extent that there is a lack of demand
from eligible persons? I will be interested
to see the answer to that question as well.

In other words, funds which have been
made available by the State through co-
operative building societies run by unlons
to support their members are being res-
tricted in their use because the socletles—
or at least one of them—appear to have
set certaln standards of eligibllity which
their own members cannot meet.

Mr. Taylor: Could it be that the police
are a mobile work force and there may
not be a demand because they are con-
tinually being shifted?

Mr. O'NEIL: If this is the case why did
not the answer stop at the words “lack
of demand” instead of continuing with the
words, “from persons eligible for advances
from the Police Soclety.”

Mr. Taylor: I think you may find that
is the case,
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Mr. O'NEIL: We will both know more
when the question is answered. I had
suspected from the answer—although pos-
sibly my suspicions were ill-founded—that
some of the societies, including teachers,
to whom no reference is made and, police,
were not affiliated with the trades and
labor movement. Perhaps that is an evil
suspicion of mine.

Mr. Taylor: The member for East Mel-
ville should be able to recognise the style
of the person who wrote those answers,

Mr. O'NEIL: I also asked which of the
societies were conducted by unions not
affiliated with the Trades and Labor
Council of Waestern Australia. The
answer given is, “Not known since it was
not relevant to the criterin adepted in
deciding allocations.”

Mr. Graham: The member for East Mel-
ville has been associating too closely with
the member for Bunbury.

Mr. O'NETL: Surely an answer that
something is not known because it 1s not
relevant is rather curious. Something can
be known even though it may not be
relevant, but we cannot say that some-
thing is not known because it is not
relevant,

Mr. Graham: This was the kind of
reasoning which came from the member
for South Perth last night when he tried
to accuse the member for East Melville
and myself of collusion.

Mr., O'NEIL: I thank the House for its
Indulgence. I appreciate that some of the
matters I have raised are rather technical
ip nature. I simply say that I express
sincere concern hecause, if I am right—
and it would take many more questions
directed by me and many more answers
from the Government to find out whether
or not I am right—I fear the State, in
adopting a system of directing 50 per cent.
of Home Builders’ Account funds to pur-
chase State Housing Commission homes
is in breach of the conditions under which
the State receives cash nonrepayable
grants in lieu of concessional interest
rates. If this is so, I can see we will be
travelling over a fairly rough road in the
future in respect of the allocation of
Commonwealth funds for housing.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Harman.

(Continued on page 296)

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—Minister
for Education) [12.35 p.m.}: I move—
" That the Bill be now read a second
me,

Provision was made in the State Budget
introduced last year to increase the aid
to independent schools to assist them in
meeting the cost of increased salaries for
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lay teachers. The purpose of this Bill is
to give effect to that provision which
requires an amendment to section 9B of
the Education Act.

At present the subsidy payable to In-
dependent schools consists of $20 for each
primary pupil, $30 for each student in
years one to three at secondary level, and
$36 for each student in years four and
five.

It is proposed to increase these subsi-
dies as from the beginning of this school
year to $30 for each primary pupil and
$40 for all secondary studentis. ‘These
subsidies are estimated to cost an addi-
tional $400,000 in the 1971-72 financial
vear.

This matter was fully explained at the
time of the introduction of the Budget and
I commend the Blll to members.

Dzbate adjourned, on motion by Mr,
Lewis.

PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (EKalgoorlie—Attor-
ney-General [12.38 pm.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The Bl now placed before members seeks
to amend the Public Trustee Act. I notice
the title is, “A Bill for an Act to amend
the Public Trustee Act, 1941-1968." I can-
not resist the temptation of making the
comument that this Statute must have heen,
and basically still is, a very good one, be-
cause it was able to exist without obvious
need for amendment during the years 1941
to 1968. It seems to me that many of our
Statutes make an annual return to this
Chamber. It is pleasing to find a Statute
that has heen able to serve the Interests
of the public for many years without need-
ing to be amended. However, the Govern-
ment considers this Statute is now in need
of amendment.

The object of this Blll is to remove the
restrictions imposed on the Public Trustee
in respect of the fees and charges which
can be imposed for his services. It is
proposed that in future such fees and
charges will be prescribed by regulation.

The Public Trust Office, establlshed in
1941, provides a useful service to the com-
munity. Whilst the principal activity Is
the administration of estates of deceased
persons, other matters, including some of
a soclal service nature, are undertaken.

When required, the affalrs of incapable
persons are administered by the Publie
Trustee, who also undertakes the invest-
ment of moneys under the control of the
courts and the Workers’ Compensation
Board. Persons may also appoint the Pub-
lic Trustee to act as their agent. These
services could not readily be undertaken by
any other organisation on the same
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economical basls,. The State has always
accepted a certain responsibility in respect
of Incapable persons, Infants, and others
who need some form of protection.

The present scale of fees and charges
has been unchanged, except for some
minor adjustments, since the office com-
menced to0 operate in 1941. Increases in
operating costs which have gceurred since
that time are well known, and this obvi-
ates the necessity for any explanation of
the need to Increase fees and charges pay-
able for the services of the Public Trustee.

There has heen a slgnificant change in
matiers which are required to be dealt with
by the Public Trustee and, indeed, any
executor or administrator. Additlonal
casts in satisfying the requirements of the
Commissioner of Taxatlon and other
authorities should be borne by the respec-
tive estates. The time and expense involved
in investigations to settle next-of-kin
should be a charge against the particular
estate to avold the need to fix an overall
rate at the expense of other estates where
such investigations are not required.

The proposal to fix the fees and charges
by regulation will allow changes to be made
from time to time as circumstances war-
rant. No concern should be occasioned by
the method of fixation as Parliament will
be able to exercise surveillance of the regu-
lations which are subject to ministerial
control in the first instance.

The Public Trustee considers it will be
necessary to fix a rate of 3 per cent. as
compared with the present rate of 24 per
cent. In addition, rates will he prescribed
for the extra services referred to pre-
viously, for which no charge at all is pay-
able at the prasent time. These increases
must be considered reasonable, having re-
gard for the higher operating costs which
the Public Trustee is required to meet.

Another amendment proposes to allow
commission to be taken on income from
earnings of investment of the common
fund which is credited to estates. The
present provisions provide that commaission
is not to be taken on such credits. The
investment of moneys in the common fund
involves considerable work and, therefore,
some charge is reasonable. In order to
allow comparison of the return from
moneys held on behalf of estates in the
ecommon fund with that from other classes
of investment, it is desirable that each
should be treated on the same basis. The
suthority to charge commission on
amounts credited from the common fund
will require some upward adjustment of
the rates, which is done with the approval
of the Minister.

There should be no cause for concern In
approving these amendments when it is
realised that the greater part of the work
undertaken by the Public Trustee is en-
trusted to him by persons who are free to
choose his services and will be aware of
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the fees and charges to be made. I might
mention that the existence in this State
of two private trustee companies will, in
fact, make the fees chargeable by the Pub-
lic Trustee competitive.

The Bill is recommended for favourable
consideration by members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. R.
L, Young.

Sitting suspended from 12.47 fo 2.15 p.m.

INHERITANCE (FAMILY AND
DEPENDANTS PROVISION) BILL

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Attorney-General) [2.17 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This {s a Bill to introduce a new Statute
to be known as the Inheritance (Family
and Dependants Provision) Act. This
legislation was griginally introduced in the
previous session of Parliament and reached
the second reading stage but lapsed when
Parliament was prorogued. At that time
certain amendments proposed by the mem-
ber for Floreat had been considered by the
Government. The Bill has now been
amended to deal with the matters raised
by the honourable member. The member
for Floreat will recall that we considered
his proposed amendments together and X
feel he will be more than satisfled with
the provisions of this Bill.

The Bill now submitted for considera-
tion is an example of the need for a con-
tinuous programme of law reform. The
laws must protect and serve the needs of
the people, and to satisfy this requirement
studies must be made of the changes in
social and economic conditions.

The Testator's Family Maintenance Act,
which is to be repealed and replaced by
this proposed legislation, was first enacted
in 1939. Since that time the provisions
have remained virtually unchanged so that
it is due time to introduce new provisions
to meet present-day conditions.

As with the Testator's Family Main-
tenance Act, this new legislation does not—
and [ emphasise “does not”—confer any
right to share in an estate. The only right
conferred is the right to make an applica-
tion to the Supreme Court for an order for
provision of adequate maintenance and
support of the family and dependants of
deceased persons out of the assets of de-
ceased persons’ estates, However, the
class of persons entitled to apply and the
estates against which orders may be ob-
tained have been widened.

The proposal to review this fleld of law
arose in 1965 when the President of the
Law Soclety of Western Australia proposed
that the Testator's Family Maintenance
Act be amended to extend the class of
claimants from the surviving spouse or
chlld of a testator to include the parents
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of the deceased, children of a deceased
child of the deceased, and to extend the
scope of the Act to include intestate and
partially intestate estates.

The proposals were still being examined
when it was decided to appoint the Law
Reform Committee. The then Minister for
Justice considered the matter was a sult-
able one for reference to the committee
which was asked fo report on the desira-
bility of amending or enlarging the provis-
ions of the Testator's Family Maintenance
Act, 1639-62, so as to—

(a) Extend the right of application
to new categories of persons;

(b} Permit applications for provision
from estates in which there is a
total or partlal Intestacy;

(¢) Define more accurately the clr-
cumstances in which a distribution
of the assets of an estate may be
disturbed in order to sustain an
orcgar made ungder the said Act;
an

{(d) Permit a variatlon increasing the
provision made under an existing
order.

The Law Reform Committee followed its
usual procedure of preparing and distrib-
uting a working paper based on a pro-
gramme of research by its legal officers
into the laws applying in other jurlsdte-
tions,

It is considered that society’s attitude
to the right of a man, or of & woman, for
that matter, to dispose of his or her prop-
erty as he or she thinks fit even beyond
doubt has changed. There is now & feeling
that a deceased is under some moral obll-
gation to make provision for the main-
tenance, educatlon, and advanecement in
life of persons who in the normal course
of human affairs had a close personal
relationship with the deceased. Unless pro-
vislon is made there should be means to
satisfy the court that some provision should
be made.

The declsion to extend the right of appli-
cation against intestacies or partial intest-
acles 1s a logical one., The terms of a will
may be irrational or indeed immoral, but
the same can apply where distributions of
estates are made under a rule of law. For
example, a wife who deserted her husband
and children could take the whole
of a small estate at the expense of child-
ren maintained by the deceased,
this being pursuant to the present law
found in the Administration Act. Such a
case is not uncommeon and the same re-
dress should be available to deserving
claimants in an intestacy as is given to
claimants under a will.

The aim of legislation of this type is to
do justice to dependants. For this reason
it is proposed to continue the power of the
court to vary the amount of periodical
payments, Experfence has shown that the
powers have not bheen used extensively.
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Courts generally exercise such a power with
caution and only when clearly celled for
by a radical change of circumstances. As
with legislation enacted during the last
sesslon of Parliament to deal with the
graniing of rights to illegitimates to share
in the estates of deceased persons, pro-
tection must be provided for personal rep-
resentatives.

Illegitimates, where the relationship
stems from the paternal side, shall be
recognised only if paternity is sdmitted
or established against the father during
his lifetime. Claims previously restrieted
to the surviving spouse and legitimate
children may now be made from persons
having a moral claim as well as the addi-
tional classes.

The Bill gives effect to the views of
persons with experience in this fleld of
law, It will overcome the obstacles
which have prevented many persons from
approaching the court to obtain some
degree of justice where insufficlent pro-
vision has been made by testators or
where the arbitrary rule of distribution In
Intestacies has applied.

I commend the Bill to the satisfaction
of the House and ask members to act as
& kind of jury to its passage.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Mensaros.

PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Lands) [2.28 pm.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The Elll before the House contalns two
proposals: firstly to permit the King’s
Park Board to arrange a lease of & klosk
sited near the adventure playground in
King's Park; and, secondly, {0 permit
boards constituted under the Parks and
Reserves Act to make by-laws imposing
a maximum pecuniary penalty of $150 for
breaches of such by-laws.

Members will know, or will have heard,
of the popularity of the adventure play-
ground in King's Park. During the school
holidays and over weekends, crowds of up
to 2,000 people and more enjoy the facill-
ties that have been provided in the area
for children. It was for this reason that
an amount of $30,000 was approved by
the Treasury in the Estimates for the
King’s Park Board in 1971-72 to allow for
the erection of a tollet/klosk bullding near
the adventure playground,

Plans and specifications were prepared
by the Public Works Depariment and
tenders were called and a contract awarded
for erection of the building In order to
cope with the heavy public usage of the
playground area. The tollets have been
in use for some months and the board
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now wishes to make early arrangements
for suitable control of the kiosk section
by calling public tenders for lease of that
portion of the mew building.

Section 5(3)(b) of the Parks and Re-
serves Act provides that the board shall
not lease the whole or any part of the
park unless the consent of both Houses
of Parliament has first been obtained.
This then is the reason for the legislation
proposed in this Bill, which I commend
to the House,

The kiosk building is a most attractlve
structure and has been fully fitted out
internally by the board which is anxlous
to put it into service as soon as possible.

The second proposal contained in the
Bill is in relation to a situation which
has caused c¢onsiderable concern to the
Rottnest Island Board. Most members
will know of the common practice of
unlawful use of bicycles on the island
which is a constant worry to the police,
the owners of the bikes, the hirers, and
the board’s staff. Very often, hours and
hours are spent looking for a bicycle and
if found it Is very seldom that the offender
can be apprehended.

It is estimated that there would be at
least 100 stolen bicycles for every appre-
hension. Apart from the continuous
searching by the police and the owners,
on such occasions when the police do ap-
prehend an offender it takes about two
hours to finalise statements and question-
ing, and to arrange a prosecution date
with the elerk of eourts, the summons, the
brief, and so on,

In view of the work entailed the fines
imposed are, {0 say the least, most dis-
heartening. It is felt necessary that the
maximum monetary fine should be In-
creased to & fisure more In keeping with
today’s standards, and the board has pro-
posed an amount of not less than $150
as the maximum fine.

The Bill therefore seeks to amend see-
tion 8 of the Act to permit an increase in
the maximum penalty for breach of any
by-law from the figure of £20 to an amount
not exceeding $150.

I commend both proposals in the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

BEE INDUSTRY COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Agriculture) 2.34 p.m.l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,
This Bill and the following one on today's
notice paper appeared on the notice paper
in the last session of Parliament. They
are to be reintroduced now, and there is
not really much of a sting in them!
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The purpose of the Bee Industry Com-
pensation Act Amendmen® Bill is to amend
the system for the payment of annual fees
to a compensation fund which is tied fo
the registered number of hives held by u
beekeeper.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a
fund for the payment of the value of pro-
perty required to be destroyed under the
provisions of the prinecipal Act. This would
become necessary in the event of the con-
traction of a disease in a colony of bees.

The present fee may not exceed 5c per
hive annually and it is propesed that pay-
ments be now made at five-yearly intervals
with & maximum payment of 25¢ per hive
and a minimum total payment of $1. The
maximum permitted credit in the compen-
sation fund would thus be raised from
$6,000 to $30,000 as it would be replenished
at five-yearly intervals instead of annually.

It is also proposed that compensation
fund collections coincide with the period o
registration for beekeepers. This would
provide for the implementation of an im-
portant feature in that application for
registration of a beekeeper and the pay-
ment of contributions to the compensation
fund may be combined on a single card
instead of on two separate cards as at
present.

This proposed flve-year system of collec-
tions would bring about economy in the
use of statements, postage, and other
associated expenses. I commend the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. 1. W.
Manning.

BEEKEEPERS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Agriculture} (2.39 pm.]l: I move—

That the Bil} be now read a seconc.
time.

The Bill before the House contains a smal.
amendment to the Beekeepers Act for the
purpase of providing a more economica.
method for the collection of registration
fees of beekeepers which at present are
paid annually.

There has been provision in legislation
for many years to require beekeepers tc
register in order that their whereabouts
may be known. At present the total num-
ber of hives in the State is approximately
45,000 and currently there are approxi-
mately 820 registered beekeepers operating
in the State.

As a point of further interest, 3,024,888
Ib. of honey was produced to the year
ended the 30th June, 1971, valued at
$266,000. This was approximately 8 per
cent. of the overall honey produced in
Australia. In addition, 52,000 lb. of bees-
wax was produced for a value of $28,000.
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Because of the failure of the main honey-
producing plants, basically caused by varia-
tions in climatic conditions, preduction for
the year to the 30th June, 1971, was less
than half of the annual average production.

The average production per hive for
1971 was 93 Ib, compared with 199 Ib.
average production per hive in 1970. For
the year ended the 30th June, 1970, West-
ern Australin produced approximately 20
per cent. of Australia’s honey.

Western Australia, over recent years,
has exported in the vieinity of 70 per
cent, of the honey it has produced. I feel
there Is probably some general interest
in statistics of that nature.

Under section 8 of the Act registration
and annual renewal of registration are
required and it is proposed that this should
be amended to provide for remewals of
registration for five years, All registra-
tions are to have a common expiry date
and it is proposed that the present annual
fee of $1 remain as the fee for the new
five-yearly period.

The actual registration of the beekeeper
ts an administrative act which needs to
be done only once. Annual registration
achieves nothing useful and costs public
money in stationery and postage, and time
spent in enforcement, which would be
hetter used for extension work.

This, considered with annual registra-
tion, is not essential and it Is evident
that the flve-year period will be more
economical to administer.

I think this is a common-sense approach
to the system of registration, and I com-
mend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
1. W. Manning.

PIG INDUSTRY COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. H. D, EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Agriculture) (243 pm.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Funds levied under the Pig Industry Com-
pensation Act are used largely for com-
pensation to owners of pigs affected hy
compensable diseases which cause their
death on the farm, or condemnation of
the carcase at the abattolr.

For many years in this State there was
no compensation fund, or Act governing
the collection of duty for compensation
purposes. However, following a severe out-
break of swine fever in 1842, when some
8,000 pigs had to be destroyed in & matter
of a few weeks, an Act was introduced for
that purpose.

The Act requires that the owners of all
pigs sold In Western Australia pay a levy,
which may be done by way of stamp duty.
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Alternatively, agents on behalf of owners
may, by permit, lodge with the Minister
returns of purchase money from the sale
of pigs or of carcases of plgs and remit
the amount of duty payable.

The Bill now before the House contains
four provisions: Firstly, to make it manda-
tory for processing companies to make
deductions of levy money for payment to
the fund.

There is provision under the Act that
a processing company may apply for a
permit—instead of the owner or his agent
—to lodge returns of purchase money paid
by the company to the owner, or his agent,
on the sale of pigs or carcases of pigs, and
to pay on hehalf of the owner or his
agent, all duties payable.

In practice, most pig levy moneys are
pald into the fund by processing come-
panies. It has, however, been ascertained
that only a certain number of processing
firms are remitting money whilst, on the
other hand, there are others who are not
doing so. All processing companles may
legally claim compensation for purchased
pigs subsequently condemned.

It is completely wrong that a few of the
processors should comply with their legal
obligations and collect the levy in accord-
ance with the statutory requirements,
while on the other hand quite a few of
the processors do not do so. The Act at
present places the onus for levy payments
on the owner, and the department has no
legal power to demand payment of the
levy from processing companies, or to re-
quire them to submit returns ef purchase
money.

A further amendment has been inserted
in the Bill to remove from the Act that
section which provides that the cost of ad-
ministration shall be paid out of the fund,
There is always a danger with a levy that
it might successfully be challenged as an
excise tax, and acting on the advice of
the Crown Law Department a clause has
heen inserted to remove this danger.

A further amendment is proposed to ex-
iend the time period in which an owner
must lodge an application for compensa-
tion. The Act requires that the owner must
lodge his application within 21 days of
the destruction or death of the pig. On
many cccasions this period has proved too
short and has required exercising of the
Minister’s prerogative to authorise pay-
ment up to a period of 90 days where
special circumstances apply.

It is proposed, therefore, to amend the
appropriate section in order that the time
allowable to make application be pres-
cribed in the regulations, and for the lim-
itation of 90 days on the Minister's prer-
ogative to be deleted.

There is also in the Bill a clause which
would provide for Inspections under the
Stamp Act. If, as proposed, it 1s made
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mandatory for processors to submit re-
turns and payments it will be most desir-
able to have inspection under the Stamp
Act. For this purpose a small amendment
to section 16 Is necessary.

These four amendments which I have
outlined are designed to remove adminis-
trative problems and to give firmer con-
trol within the Act and for that reason
I commend the Bill to the House.

Dehate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Nalder,

PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont—Minister tor
Works) [2.50 pm.]): I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Publlc Works Act with the objects of—

(1) making statutory provision in
respect of some procedures con-
cerning the sacquisition of land
which have been adopted and re-
affirmed by successive Govern-
ments, but which are not provided
for in the legislation as it now
stands;

making provision to meet chang-
ing circumstances resulting par-
ticularly from the expanding
functions of the Government
through its wvarious departments
as authorised by other legislation
which, in turn, has an impact on
Zhe operation of the Public Works
ct;

if) clarifying and amplifylng such
definitions as are necessary to
accord with current terminology
and practice, and o ensure ade-
quate legal coverage of the func-
tions which come wthin the scope
of the Act; and

deleting certain provisions which
experience has shown to be super-
fluous.

Since 1954, in conseguence of amendments
made to the Act, and also by Executive
direction, the incidence of this legislation
on the public has been considerably allev-
iated, but experience has proved that the
application of some of the concesslons
made requires rationalisation in particular
cacses. The Bill provides for amendments
to meet this situation and these will be
explained ‘o members during the passage
of the Bill,

A study of the measure will also reveal
that some changes have been made in the
definitions of works deemed to be public
works within the meaning of the Act. In
the main, such changes have been rend-
ered necessary by the expanding role of
Government, with consequential changes

(b
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in descriptive terminology in respect of
(%ov#ﬁlr{lment authorities, Institutions, and
the like.

Due to recent developments in the min-
ing industry it has been found necessary
for the provisions of the Act concerning
the matter of compensation payable in
respect of mining rights on land required
for public works to be clarified. Amend-
ments proposed in the Bill will have the
effect of avoiding payment of compensa-
tion for loss of unmined minerals and of
n:)inimising compensation otherwise pay-
able.

The provisions of the Act which author-
ise the payment of interest and advances
on account of compensation apply only
following the formalities of resumption. It
is considered that such provisions should
also be applicable to informal negotiations
for the ascquisition of land, and the Bill
proposes accordingly.

Members will be aware that the rate of
interest payable on compensation under
the provisions of the Act in this State is
substantially higher than in other States,
and that it is more than double that paid
in some States. This I consider to be fair
and reasonable but, if we are to retain
this standard, ways and means of keeping
expendifure on this account to a minimum
must be instituted. To this end the Bill
proposes an extension of the forms of ae-
quisition under which advance payments
may be made, thus reducing expenditure
as interest abates on any payment so made.
In addition, the Bill proposes to limit the
period for which interest is payable after
agreement to settle has been established
when it is apparent that delaying tactics
are being employed.

The incidence of two sections of the Act
which relate to temporary and permanent
occupancy of land in the construction of
public works appears to have been clouded
by recent amendments and it is proposed
to rectify this situation without changing
the intention or meaning of the sections.

In the drafting of the Bill opportunity
has also been taken to meake minor im-
provements in the phrasing of some recent
amendments with the object of rationalis-
ing certain procedures in the interests of
efficiency.

Although some of the amendments pro-
posed in the Bill, such as the specification
of additional purposes for which land can
be compulsorily acquired, will widen the
authorities of the Act, the well-established
policy of acquisition by negotiation as far
as is possible will still apply, and formal
resumption will be resorted to only in
necessitous cases to meet exigent require-
ments in development of the State or
public services. The existence of these
authorities does not mean that they would
he exercised indiseriminately. 'This wouid
be a decision for the Covernment of the
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time according to the clrcuinstances pre-
vailing, and even then the owner and
occupier would still have the rights of
objection as provided for in the Act. How-
ever, in this regard, I think members will
agree that it would indeed be untoward if
a major Government project were held up
or sbandoned simply hecause of lack of
authority under the Public Works Act.

This Bill is an attempt to modarnise the
Act. I think it is desirable to improve
Acts, as we find the necessity arises, so
that all persons being dealt with, and Gov-
ernment departments which deal with the
public, have a clear indication where they
stand. Consequently, I commend the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. 1.
W. Manning.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR, JAMIESON (Belmont—Minister for
Water Supplies) [2.58 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill includes a number of proposed
amendments to the existing legislation,
all of a varying nature.

Firstly, there is a proposal to clarify
the methods to be applied in claims for
and payment of compensation for damages
sustained as the result of works carried
out by the board with the object of pro-
tection of all parties,

The most important proposal Is that
which would empower the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board fto control the use of underground
water where it Is necessary to do so.
Maintaining an adequate supply of water
to the metropolitan area is coming to de-
pend more and more on the supply of
good quality ground water to supplement
water available from the hills storages. It
is believed that the maintaining of ade-
quate supplies to the public is of prime
importance and to do this with respect
to ground water the board must be assured
of two controls,

The first control is, of course, the pre-
vention of pollution of ground water
sources. In 1970 the board’s controlling
legislation was amended to enable the
prevention of pollution of ground water
to be controlled by the Metropolitan
Water Board in specific areas In which
the board was Interested and which would
have to be identified by proclamation.

The other control which the board
believes is essential to the proper use of
water, is that of managing the amount
of water to be taken from the ground.
As In the case of pollution control, it 1s
not intended that a blanket authority
over the whole of the area serviced by the
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Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board be glven to the board, but
onece again this control is to be given only
in those areas where it fs necessary to
protect and mangage the use of water and
these areas must again be defined by
proclamation.

In general this Bill proposes that within
praclaimed public water supply areas,
applications must be made to the board
and a license obtained either to sink or
construct wells or bores and also to cover
the use of water from the bores and wells.
So far as the use of water is concerned,
not only new bores and wells will be
affected but also existing bores and wells,
the owners of which must apply for and
obtain a license in order to use the water.

Members can be assured that the board
has no desire to be unreasonably restric-
tive in the use of any powers given to it
under the proposed legislation, Its one
object is to preserve these necessary
waters to be used for the greatest good
of the community.

One of the essential provisions in the
amending Act which gave the board the
right to control poliution In proclaimed
areas, was the right of appeal granted to
people who considered they were adversely
affected by a decision of the board. In
this Bill a similar right of appeal is given
to the owners of bores and wells and will
act for their protection. The appeal is
to a loeal court.

I believe, with the limited amount of
water available to the public in the
metropolitan area from hills resources and
the increased imprortance attached to
underground water, it is essential to have
the statutory authority concerned with
the public supply of water authorised to
protect that water from Indiseriminate
use. I also belleve that the statutory
authority can be relied upon to act
reasonably when making its decisions and
that the public is protected by the right
of appeal given to it.

Mr. Court: Does that include metering
of private water supplies?

Mr. JAMIESON: I will deal with that
later on.

Other matters in the Bili now being
submitted cover the provision of a penalty
for any person who “injures in quality or
purity any stream, water course, or source
of supply, within any water reserve or
catchment area.,” The present legislation
provides for a penalty for anyone who
diverts any such water or who diminishes
the supply. However, it does nat provide
a penelty for anyone who injures the water
in quality or purity. It is believed this
should now be rectified.

The board is authorised to carry out
works as may be necessary for the proper
funectioning of the utility services which it
controls. Among these works 15 the sinking
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or acquisition of wells, bores, etc., and the
erection of pumping statlons, reservoirs,
drains, etc., upon lands authorised to be
taken by the board for that purpose.

Other works which the board is author-
tsed to carry out, such as the laying of
water mains and sewers and construction
of main drains, may be carried cut under,
upon, or above any street or land without
the requirement that the land must be
acquired by the bhoard for that purpose.
Construction of pumping stations and the
sinking of bores or wells do not in general
affect a major piece of land, but particu-
larly in the case of pumping stations 1t has
normally been necessary for the board to
g,cqullrf land perhaps equivalent to a build-
ing lot.

In some cases recently it has bepn pos-
sible to consider the joint use of reserves
under the contral of the local authority
or public open space under the control of
the Metropollitan Region Planning Author-
ity. Requirements of land are very small
and do not really affect the original pur-
pose of the reservation. It is not thought
necessary that such small pleces of land
should be excised from the reserves or open
space. When sinking bores or wells, and
mainly those of a shallower depth than
artesian bores, the board cannot always
guarantee that they will be productive
bores or wells. Consequently, there may
be no need to acquire land if the well 1s
not put into use.

In view of the current trends for joint
use of land, the need for the board to
acquire the lang for the relevant purposes
is proving restrictive, It is felt that as
these are normal works of the board it
should be able to carry them out in the
same way that it lays mains.

There 1s no intention at all that the legal
formalities which the board has to carry
out before constructing works, and give
people concerned the right of objection,
should in any way be dispensed with, Fur-
ther, the board will not in any way by
this proposed legislation, alter its cgbliga-
tion to pay compensation to people affected
by its works—that is, those who have the
richt of recovery against the board for
actionable damage.

Anocther item covered by the legislation
is the right of recovery of the board for
excess water charges. At present this right
of recovery is limited to the actual user
of the water; that is, the occupler of the
property at the time the water was used.
Rates and charges in lleu of rates on non-
ratable property are a charge on the land
and may be recovered from any owner of
the land but this does not apply in the
case of water actually used over and ahove
the allowance for those rates or charges.
The debt to the board 1s the result of water
actually supplled. It is therefore not un-
reasonabie to give the board protection In
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respect of that deht. In areas supplied
by Country Water Supplies, the excess
i.vater charges are made a charge on the
and,

The board would continue to recover
from the actual user of water in the first
instance, but where this becomes imprac-
ticable because the consumer has lefi the
property and his whereabouts are not
known to the bhoard, the right of re-
covery of the debt due to the board should
remain, and the owner of the land at the
time, or subsequently, should accept re-
sponsibility because the water was used
in connectlon with the land which he
owns,

As an adjunct to this proposed charging
of excess water on the land, any owner
who pays the excess water charge norm-
ally due by the consumer is provided with
the right of recovery against the con-
sumer as if the excess water charge were
rent due o him.

Another proposal in the Bill is one which
would operate only in special cases. There
are a few cases where, because of the
particular circumstance of the owner,
such as the state of his health, a poor
financial situation, or his age, there is a
possibility of a sale being made without
the board being protected for its rates
and charges. Also, because of the special
circumstances of the owner, the board
would not resort to its normal recovery
or cut-off action. In these particular cases
only, the board desires an authority to
lodge a caveat on the land. A similar
situation exists with regard to local
authority rates and under the Local Gov-
ernment Act the local authority is given
power to lodge a caveat to preclude deal-
ings in respect of the land concerned. I
is not unreasonable to place the board in
the same position as local authorities.

I would just like to add a few comments
in relation to the interjection made by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I
hasten to do this before the Press starts
to rant and rave about the association
of this legislation with a statement attri-
buted to me earlier in the year. There is
no relationship whatever.

On that occasion I received a phone call
during the weck from a reporter on one
of the weekend papers. We were suffer-
ing a heat wave at the time and I was
asked about the current water situation,
Following a discussion concerned with
granting concessions to people with their
own water supply, I indicated to the
reporter that these people should realise
in some cases they could be drawing water
from beneath their neighbours' proper-
ties. If everybody used this water the
particular aquifer would probably very
quickly run dry. I told the reporter it
must be remembered that everyone has
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equal rights. Everybody owning a quarter-
acre of land over an aquifer has an equal
claim to the water.

The reporter then asked me, “"How will
you give consumers equal rights?” I told
nim I did not know, but if this became
necessary in the future we could consider
a system such as that operating on the
Gascoyne River. The local people have
access to this river but supplies are
metered so that there is an equality of
supply.

When this newspaper was published it
was stated that the Government intended
to meter and rate private supplies. Mem-
bers will know that there is no rate ap-
plied to the Gascoyne River water. The
metering of the supply is merely a safe-
guard. This system is used in other areas
as well. The newspaper article was quite
out of perspective.

It made market pardeners very irate
and it resulted in many individuals tele-
phoning all sorts of people. My colleagues
became hot under the collar about it—

Sir David Brand: That is an under-
statement.

Mr. JAMIESON: —due to a complete
misunderstanding of what had been said.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition had
all sorts of interviews recorded and had
made statements in regard to which a rep-
resentative of The West Australian ap-
proached me and said, "We do not think
you sald this and we know there must be
a way out.” Members on the other side
of the House ¢an laugh, but I will tell my
own story in my own way and they can
assess it afterwards.

Following this, the first indication I had
of what was to appear in the Press was
that a Sunday Independent representative
telephoned me and asked me whether there
was any truth in the statement that had
appeared in the Press to the effect that
the Government intended to meter and
rate those people who had their own water
supply, and I said, “Certainly not; the
Government has never even considered it
That newspaper ran a story more or less
along the lines of what had been sald.
Being a matter of topleal interest, The
West Austrelian wanted to follow that
story up, naturally enough, with another
article in its publication, but, when ap-
proached, I refused to make any comment.

Some time later {n the day, the night
editor had one of his reporters telephone
me, who said at the request of the night
editor, "If you did not make this state-
ment you should say immediately that you
did not make it, because our newspaper
will be flooded with letters to the editor
complaining about this issue. In fact, al-
ready we have recelved many complaints.”
In the circumstances, and on his insistence,
I said, “Very well, you can very quickly
deny that I have-—or the Government has
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—any Intention of putting this into effect.
The statement that appeared in the Press
was as a result of & complete misunder-
standing of a conversation that occurred
between myself and a reporter.” Indeed,
members will probably have noted that in
the next i1ssue of The Sunday Times—

Mr. Graham: The Sundey Times or the
Sunday Independent?

Mr. JAMIESON: No, The Sunday
Times. 'That newspaper did publish a
retraction of the story after my complaint,
but unfortunately the basic damage had
been done. I merely wish {o point out how
such things can get completely out of hand,
I do not wish to disparage any newspaper
in its publication of news, but at that time
of the year water conservation was & prime
objective and the top story of that day
was one that appeared to have come from
the General Manager of the Metropolitan
Water Board, but, in fact, he did not
make the statement that was published.
The article that appeared on the Sunday
dealt with the aspect that the Metropoli-
tan Water Board was considering imposing
restrictions on the use of water between
800 am. and 6.00 p.m. This is how the
story appeared in the Press.

Of course, the true story of this report
was that Mr. Hewitt, the General Manager
of the Metropelitan Water Bord, who had
been prevailed upon by a reporter who
had contacted him to obtain the up-to-date
figure of the consumption of water on the
Saturday in view of the heat that was
being experienced at that time, gave the
reporter the telephone number of a some-
what junior engineer whose duty it was to
record all this detailed information daily.
During the course of his conversation with
this engineer, the reporter said, “Will this
mean water restrictions?" and the engineer
replied, ‘That is up to the Metropolitan
Water Board; it will make its determina-
tion on Monday. That has nothing to do
with me.” The reporter went on to ques-
tion this engineer by asking, “If there
were restrictions imposed. when would they
be imposed?” and the engineer said, natur-
ally cnough, that they would be imposed
in the heat of the day when water would
prabably be effectively used to o lesser ex-
tent; that is, betwe:n 8.00 am. and 6.00
p.m.

The story in the newspaper was to the
effect that the Metropolitan Water Board
intended to impose restrictions between
8.00 aun. and 6.00 pm., but nothing was
further from the truth, because the board
knew nothing about if. The true story of
the conversation between the reporter and
the engineer was not published. As a
result of this, any statement I now hand
to this newspaper Is restricted to that
which has my signature attached so that
I may be safeguarded against any future
misinterpretation that might occur, and
:het gewspaper might also thus be pro-
ected.
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I felt that I owed it to the House to
make this explanation, because I was aware
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
had made a statement to the Press and
that it was ready for publication the next
day. He had also made a recorded state-
ment to a television station which was
to be announced, but when I made my re-
traction, neither the Press nor the tele-
vision station took any action to publish
the statement by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, His statement was very
critical, and I will say that he was entitled
to be critical if his facts concerning my
statement had been corrcct.

Mr. Court: It was a reasohable statement.,

Mr. JAMIESON: It was a reasonable
statement in view of the way the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition had accepted the
story, but it would not have been a reason-
able statement had he known the full facts,
following The West Austraglian having
sorted them out,

Mr, Nalder: You did not have any inten-
tion of metering private water supplles?

Mr. JAMIESON: No, I never did have.
This clarifles the situation. I can imagine
what the position would have been in
Kalamunda had this been true. The
member for Darling Range would have been
running round in little circles crying, “We
have him now! We have him now!” I can
just imagine the performance that would
have been golng on. However, it was not
to ll:)ec.i because the true situation was re-
vealed.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
I. W. Manning.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTS
SYMBOL BILL

Second Reading

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta—Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [3.18
pm.}: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This is the reintroduction of a Bill that
was introduced last session, but which was
not proceeded with because of the unfor-
tunate circumstances of which all mem-
bers of this House are aware.

The BIill that has now been circulated
among members is to protect the “Made
in Western Australin” symbol from un-
lawiful use.

A wide-ranging campaign to foster the
use of lecally manufactured producis on
the home market has been conducted since
Februgry, 1970. During the preliminary
investigation prior to mounting the cam-
palgn a survey was conducted to study
existing attitudes and preferences among
Western Australian consumers.
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Results of this survey indicated that,
generally speaking, people were prepared
to purchase locally manufactured goods but
there was & low consumer awareness of
what were local brands.

The housewives just did not appreciate
which companies whose names were
printed on packages were carrying on
business within the State. Therefore, it
was obvious that the firsy thing that had
to be done was to develop a symhbol which
would give quick and positive identification
and then to publicise this symbol widely
so that people would recognise that goods
branded with it were locally manufactured.
I think most members would agree that
the symbol that was developed gives a
good visual impact and that more and
more manufacturers are using it. I have
no doubt in my mind that it is of positive
value in promoting sales.

Therefore, I believe the time has come
when we sheould protect the symbol from
unlawful use by ungualified manufacturers,
such as those who are carrying out only
a token manufacturing operation within
this State or even carrying out no manu-
facturing operations within Western Aus-
tralia. Initially, when the problem of pro-
tection was examined, it was thought that
it may be possible to ohtain the necessary
protection under the Trade Marks Act, a
Commonwealth Statute. However, investi-
gation proved that this would be costly
and cumbersome and it was decided not to
proceed with this method of protection.
The alternative is the Bill before members
which I will now explain. It is concise
and to the point.

Clause 2 repeals the Western Australian
(8ales Promotion Labels) Act of 1857. On
the advice of the Parliamentary Counsel
it was decided it was preferable to repeal
this Act rather than attempt to amend it
ta provide the protection necessary.

Clauses 3 and 4 are machinery ones and
require no explanation.

Clause 5 grants authority to use the pre-
scribed symbol. It will be noted that any
person who sells a product which is sub-
stantially manufactured or prepared with-
in the State is authorised to affix the
symbol.

Clause 6 provides for a $50 penalty tor
the unlawful use of the symbol for a first
offenice, $150 for a second offence, and
$400 for a third or subsequent offence.

Clauses T to 11 provide for the appoint-
ment of inspectors and Dprescribe their
powers,

Clause 12 ensures that any information
which 1is ohtained relating to a manu-
facturing process or the operating of any
equipment or plant cannot be divulged
except with the consent of the person who
owns the process or in accordance with
the provisions of the Act which are set
out in the clause,
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Clause 13 makes directors, managers,
and secretaries of bodies corporate also
liable where the body corporate is guilty
of an offence if the offence was done with
the knowledge of the director or officers
of the body corporate.

The final clause authorises the making
of regulations to give effect to the ohjects
of the Act.

Before concluding my remarks at this
stage I would like to pass on to members
some information in regard to our cam-
paign which I believe would be of interest.

A recent survey indicated that recog-
nition of the symbol had risen to 82 per
cent. of adult shoppers compared with 68
per cent. recognition by people in the same
category 12 months ago.

There are also two caese histories which
have been disclosed as a result of inquiries.
‘The first of these concerned a supplier who
found a new market manufacturing locally
for a large international company. The
local supplier could not offer any advan-
tages over the imported goods except that
his were made in Western Australia. He
obtained the contract and proclaims that
his success was due to the local products
campalign,

The second case which stands out was
that of a manufacturer of a food product
who had tried in previous years to increase
sales by advertising during the tradition-
ally slack months without any real sucecess.
Today he is using the “Made in W.A."
symbol on his packaging and his sales have
improved enormously. This manufacturer
attributes his increased sales to the support
glven to the campaign by consumers.

I am convinced that the “Made In W.A."
symbol makes g slgnificant contribution
to our campaign to increase the volume
and diversity of locally-produced goods by
positively identifving them to the pur-
chaser whe is already conditioned to sup-
port local industry.

This manufacturer attributes his In-
creased sales to the support given to the
campalgn by consumers.

I am convinced thet the “Made in W.A."
symbol brings results in increased sales
and that our campaign must go on so that
we can bring back to a reasanable figure
our adverse trade balance with our sister
States.

Finally, I want to say that it would be
tragic, Indeed, and virtually it would be
a case of false pretences and would have
& most damaging effect, if it became the
practice—either rare or common—for
manufacturers of goods falsely to apply
the label which Is so well identified when,
in fact, the goods were not appropriate to
the insignia being placed upon them.

Mr. Court: Have any amendments been
incorporated in this legislation, or 1s it a
facsimile of the previous Bill?
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Mr. GRAHAM: It Is almost identical, 1
think the only alteration would be in re-
spect of penalties.

I commend the Bill to members and
trust it will have & safe passage through
the House.

Debate adjourned, on motlon by Mr.
Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOP-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT EBEILL

Second Reading

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta—Minister for
Town Planning) [3.28 p.m.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The purpose of this Bill 15 to effect four
amendments to the Town Planning and
Development Act relating to town planning
schemes and subdivisional procedures.

Under existing legislation, an approved
town planning scheme remalns effective as
long as the local councll wishes. If a
council does not wish to take further
action, or if it finds it inconvenjent to do
so, the scheme may remain unaltered.

Any changes or variatlons in a scheme
therefore rest on the initiative of the coun-
cil. Many amendments are frequently made
to schemes without the local council
necessarily considering the full impac¢t of
the amendments on the district. Further-
more, in times of rapld progress and de-
velopment 1t is desirable that schemes
should be reviewed at intervals to meet
changed circumstances and to allow rate-
payers to voice their opinlons about the
needs of the district, and their cbjections.

Clause 2 of the Bill accordingly adds a
new section TAA to provide that a town
planning scheme containing land-use or
zoning provislons shall be reviewed where
requested by the Minister or In any event
within five years of its approval or within
such longer period as the Minister may
agree,

This clause also makes provision for the
review to be carrled out under the same
procedure followed when a scheme is first
prepared; that is to say, it provides adver-
tising periods, and an opportunity for
people to object to any of the conditions
or proposals contalned in the scheme.

Clause 3 (a) is to amend section 20 and
concerns the situation that can arise when
lots are amalgamated. People seeking to
subdivide lots are required to obtain the
approval of the Town Flanning Board, but
the amalgamation of lots does not require
such approval, This may create problems.
For example, a proposal to amalgamate
two lots either side of a common boundary
between two local authorities may resuit
subsequent administrative diffieulties for
the councils concerned. Similarly, where
a servicing suthority haes a service imid
adjoining a boundary, the amalgamation
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of lots may eliminate the boundary and
deprive the servicing authority of the
opportunity to request an easement or of
rerouting the service. This amendment
proposes that contemplated amalgama-
tions of lots shall be subject to the
approval of the Town Planning Board.

Clause 3 (b) contains the third amend-
ment and this relates to public open space
contributions by subdividers. The Act pro-
vides that where the local authority and
the Town Planning Board approve, a sub-
divider may pay a cash equivalent repre-
senting the value of his open space con-
tribution—usually 10 per cent.—in lieu of
contributing the land. The initiative for
making this alternative arrangement rests
with the subdivider.

There are many occasions when a cash
contribution would enable a loca) anthority
to acquire a large area of open space 1n a
particular neighbourhood instead of having
a poorly located reserve. A further coun-
sideration is that subdividers of small areas
—usually less than 24 acres—are not called
upon by the board to make a pro rata
contribution {0 open space reserves
although the occupants of the new lots
will themselves create a demand for recrea~
tional facilities. This amendment to sec-
tion 20 will enable the board to require a
payment in lieu of a land contribution.

Clause 4, the final amendment, being to
section 28A, removes an ancmaly that has
become appareni in cases where a sub-
divider pays a proportion of road costs. A
person who subdivides the land that abuts
a road constructed by an adjoining—and
earlier—subdivider is required to pay half
the cost of the land and constructed road
to the local authority which in turn pays
the money into a trust fund. It is then
open to the subdivider who originally con-
structed the road, or the owner of any lot
in the original subdivision, to demand his
proportion of the amount paid into the
trust fund.

However, such payment is made only on
the written demand of that owner. As
the Act does not require the local authority
to notify the owner that such money fs
being held in the fund, many owners may
not be aware of their entitlement. Clause
4 of the Bill therefore amends the section
to make it mandatory on the local council
to pay the person entitled to the payment
as soon as practicable.

Mr. Court: Are these amendments based
on requests from local authorities or do
they result from the department’s own
experience?

Mr. GRAHAM: It could be a combina-
tion of both, but all of them are proposals
that have been promoted by the Town
Planning Department.

Mr. Court: I refer particularly to clause
2 which proposes to insert a new section
TAA.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Clause 2 would be @
requirement of the department. I think it
js generally known that zoning amend-
ments can be initiated only by a local
authority; the Town Planning Department,
the Town Planning Board, and the Min-
ister are unable to do so. Of course, the
Minister has power of veto; that is to say
he can approve the propnsal or disagree
with it. It could be that a town planning
scheme could go on for year after year,
be hopelessly old-fashioned, and nothing
is done about it. What is sought is that
periodically—and I want to say I am not
hidebound by any particular period—there
shall be p stocktaking—in other words, a
review—of the entire area by the loecal
authority which may very well decide that
there should be no changes whatsoever,
However, at least it will be obliged to
resubmit its scheme. If the local authority
requires any changes, as indteated earlier,
these will be advertlised in the ordinary
way and will allow a waliting period to
enable interested organisations, people, and
ratepayers generally to voice their objec-
tions to the local authority. The latter
then makes its comments on the objections
which subsequently are vetted by the Town
Planning Board and, finally, are submitted
to the Minister with the board’'s views and
recommendations. The idea is that, as
town planning procedures are more rigid
today than they were a generation ago,
there should be an opportunity—indeed, an
obligation—for periodic revision.

Mr. Court: The Minister can initiate it
as well, I assume?

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister can require
the local authority to undertake a revision.
The local authority could submit a plan in
its entirety without any modification if
that were the position, but it will give an
opportunity for a complete review. From
time to time very many amendments are
made and these can tend to be done in
tsolation. Therefore, the purpose is merely
to ensure that there shall be an overall
review of the complete situation.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT RILL
Message: Appropriations
Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the
purposes of the Bill.

QUESTIONS (38): ON NOTICE
1. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Mt Magnet
Mr. COYNE, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1} Is he aware of the very serious
situation that is apparent In the
town of Mt, Magnet the existence
of which depends almost entirely
on the continuing operation of the
Hill 50 gold mine?
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(2) Does he realise—

(a) that some businesses in that
town are for sale at “give
away” prices;

(b) that the morale of the workers
in Mt. Magnet is at & low ebb
because of the realisation that
the mine operations are
steadily losing money?

(3) Can anything be done to alleviate
this very depressing situation in
this very important regional
centre?

Mr, GRAHAM replied:

(1) and (2) I am aware that the gold
mining industry has economic
problems because inecreasing costs
of production cannot he passed
on. This situation is not new, and
undoubtedly 1t has affected the
development and general econ-
omic well-being of Mt. Magnet for
some time.

(3) As indicated in His Excellency’s
address when opening Parllament,
the State Government has forclbly
represented the plight of gold
mining centres—and, here, I ac-
knowledge the co-operation of
Opposition partles—including Mt.
Magnet, to the Commonwealth
Government, seeking further and
more realistic assistance to the in-
dustry. The State Government
awalts the response of the Fed-
eral Government to Its most
recent representations made in
Canberra on the 15th February
last by the Acting Treasurer and
the Acting Under Treasurer,

CATTLE

Rail and Road Transport from
Meekatharra

Mr. COYNE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Would he give details of—

(a) the numbers of cattle railed
from the rallhead at Meeka-
tharra from 1966 to 1971°?

(h) the numbers of catile trans-
ported by road from 1966 to
1971°?

(2) What is the anticipated build-up
of cattle that will need either
rail or road transport over the
next three years, flve years, seven
years, using this route regardless
of their origin?

Mr, JAMIESON replied:

(1) (a) Year Ended

30th June
1966 12,369
1967 8,276
1968 4,469
1969 9,429
1970 4,489
1971 9,928

(b} This is not known.

3.
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(2) It is diffieult to forecast over such
an extended period.
In the short term, tentative orders
have been lodged with the Rail-
ways over the next six months for
wagons for approximsately 5,000
cattle in addition to the normal
annual average of approximately
6,500.
Long term prospects are consider-
ed to be reasonably good as cattle
from the Kimberleys appear to be
passing over this route in increas-
ing numbers to satisfy a growing
demand in the south.

PINJARRA HIGH SCHOOL
Extensions

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) What is the current planning for
additions and extensions to the
Pinjarra High School?

(2) Will the extensions include an
adequate staff room, staff toilets
and & sick bay for students?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) It is proposed to convert and up-
grade the administrative area.

(2) The honourable member will be
pgeasecl to know the answer Is
113 es‘ll

YALGORUP NATIONAL
PARK

Area and Use

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Lands:

(1) What is the area of the Yalgorup,
National Park?

(2) What is the area of—

(a) Lake Preston;
(h) Lake Clifton?

(3) Are hoth these lakes incorporated
within Yalgorup park?

(4) What  restrictions does the
National Parks Board place on the
use of the park by the public?

(5) Has the hoard any special plan-
ning for the park?

Mr. H. D, EVANS replied:

(1) 22,201 acres.

(2) (a) 8,122 acres.

{h) 4,378 acres.

(3) Yes,

(4) Restrictions placed on this park
are no different than those placed
on all areas vested in the National
Parks Board of W.A. These re-
strictions are governed by the by-
laws gazetted under the Parks and
Reserves Act of 1895-1968.

(5) The board’'s policy Is to prepare
utilisation plans for all natfonal
parks. As yet a detalled plan has

not been prepared for Yalgorup
Natfonal Park.
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State Houslng
Commonwenlth-State
‘War Service
Government

Other Depariments

[ABSEMBLY.]

HOUSING
Total Expenditure 1970 to 1972

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-

ing:

(1) What was the total expenditure
on housing by the State in 19870-

17

(2) What 1s the anticipated total
expenditure on housing by the

State in 1971-727
Mr. BICKERTON replied:

(1) Total expenditure in housing by
the State in 1970-71 is as fol-

lows:—

State Housing

Commonwealth-
State

War Service

Government Em-
ployees Housing
Authority .. .

Other departments

Capital expenditure included in

the above is as follows:—

State Housing
Commonwealth-
State

War Service

Government Em-
ployees  Housing
Authority ..

Other departments

$

(2) Anticipated total expenditure for

1971-72 has been assessed as
Figures in brackets indi-
cate the anticipated capital ex-
penditure included in the total:—

follows.

$
} 50,000,000
4,014,000

3,502,000
4,600,000

Employees
Housing Authority

$
20,694,312
38,555,119
5,098,878
3,206,943
3,821,275

$80,276,517

36,213,374
4,675,000
2,103,854
3,821,265

$46,813,493

3
{28,850,000)
(4,580,000)

(2,500,000)
(3,500,000}

01,706,000

{39,430,000)

HOUSING
Interest Rate: Reduction
Mr, O'NEIL, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Rural and Industries
Bank advised housing loan bor-
rowers of a reduction in interest

rate?

(2) If so, what reduction was an-
nounced and from what date will

it be effective?

(3) What reduction in housing loan
interest rates has been adopted by
permanent bullding socicties as a
result of the recent reduction in

the long term bond rate?

4)

(3

(6)

Mr,

From what date is the reduction
in (3) effective?

Will the Rural and Industries
Bank permit a reduction in instal-
ments or will the repayment
period be reduced as a result of
the reduced interest rate?

What now is the current interest
rate and repayment period for a
loan from—

(a) the Rural
Bank; and

(b) permanent bullding socleties
generally?

GRAHAM (for Mr, J. T. Tonkin}

and Indust.ri;s

replied:

(1)
(2)
3)

4)
5

(6)

(1)

(2)

3

Yes, where applicable.
Up to §% from 1st January, 1972.

I understand that the recent re-
duction of #% In the permanent
Building Societies’ lending rate
was undertaken after considera-
tion of investment rates offered in
the money market generally, with
the reduction in the long term
bond rate being only one of the
factors.

1st March, 1972,
Automatic reduction of instal-

ments is not intended but custom-
ers’ wishes will be paramount.

(an) Current rates on loans—

Up to $8,000—6.5% apply-
Ing to 76% of loans.

$8,001 to $10,000—7.0% ap-
plying to 9% of loans.

$10,001 upwards—7.50%
applying to 15% of loans.

Repayment petiods range up
to 30 years according to in-
dividual circumstances and
take into account the borrow-
er’'s circumstances, type of
building, locality, etc.

(b) The general interest rate is
74% to 8% and the general
maximum term is 25 to 30
years.

LUPINS
Demand and Price

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Has there been an increased de-
mand for lupins from overseas
buyers?

If so, are these demands for speci-
fic varieties and grades?

What are the prevailing prices for
various varieties and grades f.o.b.
at all Western Australian ports?
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Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) and (2) There has heen no de-
mand from overseas buyers for
lupins as a feed grain from Aus-
tralin in the past. It is hoped
that an export market can be
developed.

(3) There is no ruling export price.
Lupins are sold to local feedmill-
ers at variable rates up to about
$54 per ton. There have been en-
quiries at $56.00 per ton cif.
Japan.

8. UNEMPLOYMENT
Cuabinet Sub-commiltee

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) Is there a sub-committee ap-
pointed by Cabinet to give special
attention to unemployment in
Western Australia or a part of it?

(2) If so, what members comprise the

committee?
(3) If not, when was the committee
disbanded?
Mr. GRAHAM <{(for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:

(1) to (3) Representatives of State
departments concerned and the
Commonwealth Department of
Labour and National Service have
conferred as required to draw up
proposals for the allocajion of
Commonwealth grants for the
relief of unemployment in non-
metropolitan areas.

In the case of the Albany district,
a Cabinet Sub-Committee was
appointed consisting of the Min-
ister for Development and Decen-
tralisation, the Treasurer and
Minister for Tourism, and the
Minister for Works.

In the case of Collie, a Cabinet
Sub-Committee was appointed
consisting of the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation,
the Treasurer, the Minister for
Works, and the Minister for
Mines.

9. ARMADALE-KELMSCOTT
DISTRICT MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

Swimming Pool

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is he aware that the ladies auxi-
lary and staff of the Armadale-
Kelmscoft District Memorial Hos-
pital and the local community
have over the past three years
saved sufficlent money to build a
swimming pool in the hospital
grounds for use by the patients
and staff?

10.

2)

(3)

1€ )]

(5}

8

(D

8)

6:))

Mr.

)
(2)

(3

(4)
(5}
(8)
N

8)

€4)]

Is it a fact that he congratulated
the organisers of this project when
he opened the new maternity wing
last year?

Is it a fact that he wished this
swimming pool venture success on
the occasion of his visit?

Has the Medical Department now
refused to allow the pool to be
built in the hospital grounds?

What is the area of the hospital
site?

Is it a fact that the morale of the
staf and patients would be en-
couraged by this amenity?

Which other hospital establish-
ments have swimming pools with-
in their grounds?

If the answer to (4) is “Yes'" will
he give the full reasons for re-
fusing this amenity?

Will he now reconsider the pres-
ent decision and allow this swim-
ming pool to be built in the hos-
pital grounds?

DAVIES replied:

I am aware that approximately
$3,200 was raised for staff use.

I certainly congratulated the aux-
iliary on their fine work for and
interest in the hospital.

I did then and do now approve of
amenities for staff.

Yes,

Approximately 33 acres,

This Is a matter of opinion.
Royal Perth Hospital and Car-
narvon Hospital (nurses quart-
ers).

A copy of my reply to Dr. Wearing
Smith dated 10th December, 1971,
and of a letter dated 16th March,
1972, to Mr. A. L. Dawkins fol-
lowing his personal representa-
tions are presented for tabling.
Not unless further material evi-
dence can he provided.

The letters were tabled.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Vessels: Acquisitions and Sales

Mr. COURT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

1)

(&)

&}
(4)

Which ships comprised the State
Shipping Service fleet as at 3rd
March, 187192

Which ships were in the State
Shipping Service fleet as at st
April, 19597

When was the decision made to
acquire M.V. “Kangaroo’'?

Which ships were in the fleet 3rd
March, 1971 and not at 1st April,
1959 and when and why was each
one acquired? .
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11.

(%)

(8)

Mr.

(1)

(2}

3
(4}

(5)

(6}
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Which ships have been sold since
3rd March, 1871 and when was the
decision made to negotiate dis-
posal at an appropriate time?

{a) When were negotiations for
the two unit load ships com-
menced;

(b) what was the source of fin-
ance for these two vessels?

JAMIESON replied:

M.V. "Kangaroo™.
M.V. “Koolama’.
M.V. “Koojarra”.
M. V. “Kabbarli”.
M.V. “Dongara’.

S.5. “Dulverton’.
8.8. "Delamere".
8.8. “Yarrunga”
Charter).

M.V. “Koolama".
M.V, “Koojarra”.
M.V. “Kabbarli”,
8.8. “Dorrigo’.

5.8. “Dulverton”.
5.5. “Delamere”.

25th February, 1959.

M.V. “Kangarco” — November,
1962,

To cater adequately for the ever
increasing passenger requirements
in the north west and provide ad-
ditional space for increasing ton-
nages of cargo required at a time
of expansion in the north west
ports and -Darwin.

M.V. “Dongara”—On Charter
from 1-3-1965 and purchased on
15-9-1966.

Required for increasing cargoes
due to northern development.

8.5. “Dulverton”.

M.V. “Kabbarii".

8.8. "Delamere".

M.V. “Koojarra”.

M. V. “Koojarra”—Ministerial ap-
proval 11-11-1970.

8.8. “Dulverton’”, M.V, “Kabbarli”,
8.8, “Delamere”—Ministerial ap-
proval 10-6-1971.

(a) 4th March, 1971.

(b) State Shipping Service No. 2
bank account, including de-
preciation fund, private bor-
rowing and sale of vessels,

METROPOLITAN REGION
PLANNING AUTHORITY

{Temporary

Membership and Reappointments

Mr.

COURT, to the Minister for Town

Planning:

(a)

Who are the present members of
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority:

() when do their current appoint-

(c)

ments explire;
which ones are to be reappointed;

(d) where reappointments are not

(e)

Mr.

(a)

(b}
(c)

contemplated, who are the pro-
posed replacement members to-
gether with their qualifications
for appointment:

where reappointments are not pro-
posed, what are the reasons for
not reappointing such persons?
GRAHAM replied:

Mr. M. E. Hamer, Chairman,

Mr. J. E. Lloyd, Town Planning
Commissioner.

Mr., D. H. Aitken, Commissioner
of Main Roads.

Mr. R. M. Hillman, Chief Engin-
eer, Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Board.

Mr. J. E. Knox, Director General
of Transport.

Mr. J. F., Morgan, Surveyor Gen-
eral,

Sir Thomas Wardle,
Mayor of Perth.
Councillor J. J. Sowden, represen-
tative Group "A" District Plan-

ning Committee,

Councillor J. W, Armstrong, rep-
resentative Group “B" District
Planning Committee.

Councillor A. A. Mills, representa-
tive Group “C” District Plan-
ning Committee,

Councillor W. P, Calnon, represen-
tative Group “D" District Plan-
ning Committee.

Mr. W. L. Hughes, businessmen's
representative.

Tth April, 1972,

to (e) Other than for the position

of chairman, and the Director

General of Transport for whom

specific provision is made in the

Act, appointments are currently

in course of preparation for sub-

mission to Executive Council, for

which reason it would be im-

proper to supply particulars at

present,

The Lord

Sitting suspended from 347 to 4.07 p.m.

12,

FPOULTRY FARMING

Hen Licenses: Increased Quotas

Mr.

MOILER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1

2)

With reference to the licensing of
hens, how many farmers with a
base year number of less than
4,000 hens received an increased
quota?

How many farmers with a base
year number of less than 4,000
hens received additional alloca-
tions of—

(a) more than 500 hens;
(b) more than 1,000 hens;
(¢} more than 2,000 hens:
{d) more than 3,000 hens?
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(3) What was the total increase allo-
cated to farmers who in their base
year had less than 4,000 hens?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) 94.
{27 (a) 60.
(b) 15.
(c) 11.
d) 8.
(3} 126,609,

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
EGG MARKETING BOARD

Building Reserve Levy

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) On what date was the building
reserve levy first introduced by
the Western Ausiralian Egg Mar-
keting Board?

(2) What is the total amount col-
lected since the inception of the
levy?

(3} What major developments has the
board undertaken with the moneys
so raised?

(4) What is the present amount held
in the reserve?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) 1st July, 1947.

(2) To 3rd July, 1971—$459,117.78.

(3) The hoard’'s preliminary accounts
for the year ended 3rd July, 1971,
disclosed the following—

Plant and machinery
at cost ... 429226
Land, buildings at cost 976,237

The above costs include all coun-
try depots situated at Narrogin,
Bunbury, Geraldton, Northam,
Albany, Kalgoorlie and also in-
clude the Palmyra premises and
its Todern machinery and equip-
ment.

(4) As at 3rd July, 1971—Nil, and all
moneys collected have been ex-
pended in the purchase of land,
buildings, plant and machinery—
in fact, expenditure has by far
exceeded moneys collected as dis-
closed by the cost values of assets
disclosed in the board’s prelimin-
ary accounts for 1970-71 as in-
dicated in the answer to (3)
above,

STATE FINANCE

Additional Commonwealth Grants for
Works and Housing

Mr. LEWIS, to the Treasurer:

(1) Of the total amount of $2,990,000
for the supplementary works and
housing programme as reported in
The West Australian of 22nd

15.

2}

3)

Mr,

March, were there any additional
allocations to local authorities as
listed in his reply to question 38
of 16th March, and, if so, what
were the extra amounts and how
many extra men were engaged?
Which additional local authorities
have been assisted, by what
amounts, and what was the num-
ber of men engaged?

What amount above the original
allocation has been made to Gov-
ernment departments, which are
they, what 1s the number of men
to be engaged, and the general de-
tail of the work to be carried out
in both metropolitan and country
areas?

T. D. EVANS (for Mr. J. T. Ton-

kin) replied:

)

No. The information supplied in
the reply to (38) of 16th March
related to the allocation of Com-
monwealth grants for the relief
of unemployment in non-metro-
pelitan areas. My recent an-
nouncement, as reported in The
West Australian of 22nd March,
referred to expenditure approved
under the supplementary works
and housing programme agreed
to at the February Premier’s Con-
_ference and Loan Council Meet-
ing.

(2) and (3} Answered by (1).
NATIONAL PARKS
Admission Fees
Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Lands:
(1) At which national parks in this
State are admission fees charged?
(2) What i1s the amount of the fee
at the respective parks?
(3) (a) What was the total amount
collected; and
(b) what was the estimated cost
of collection in each of the
last three financial years at
the respective parks?
Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yanchep, John Forrest, Serpen-
tine, Walyunga.
(2) 20 cents per vehicle in each
instance.
{3) (a) and (b)—
Coat
Collectlon of
Collectison
Yanchep 1860 13,070
1970 .. . 14421 ggi
1971 ... .. 15200 1,086
John Forrest 1960 b
w2 .. 3:33? gg%
1 .. 5,582 1,036
Serpentine 10680 1,528 3684
1070 . .
W T nae A
Walyunga 4,014 1,036

1971
(Initlal year)
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DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

New Building at Moora

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
When will the new building for
the Department of Agriculture be
provided at Moora?

Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:

As soon as loan iunds can be
provided.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Additions: Cost

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Was a decision made in the past
12 months to make additions to
Royal Perth Hospital?

(2) What was the estimated cost of
these additions?

(3} How much has already been allo-
cated to this project?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

{1) A decision was made to proceed
with planning a dlagnostic block.

(2) No firm estimate can be given
until planning is complete. The
architect’s preliminary estimate
was $9,000,000.

(3) Nil.

ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA
HOSPITAL

Plans and Specifications

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:

{1) What has caused the repudiation
by the Government of the Brand
Government’s intention of having
tenders called for the construction
of the Rockingham-Kwinana hos-
pital in April or May this yvear?
As the plans and specifications are
well overdue even on this QGov-
ernment’s advised dates, when will
they now be completed?

What is holding up the comple-
tion of the plans and specifica-
tions?

When is it now expeclted to call
tenders for building of this hos-
pital?

When 1s the estimated date for
this hospital to be ready for
patients?

DAVIES replied:

to (5} The position is no different
to what would have obtained had
there been no change of Govern-
ment.

Mr. Rushton: That 1s total rubbish!

The SPEAKER: Order!

(2)

3

4)

(5)

Mr.
(1)

19,

20.

21.

Mr, DAVIES: The honourable member
has played politics with this sub-
ject over a long period and he is
not facing the truth of it.

Planning has proceeded and ls
proceeding as guickly as practic-
able but a final sketch plan has
not yet been approved. Working
drawings and specifications can-
not be commenced until a final
sketch plan is approved.
In the light of experience, ng firm
dates can be given, nor will they
be given,
. Court: The Minister for Health
is in bad health at the moment.

HOSPITAL PROJECTS
Priority and Cost

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:

Will he list the priority of signi-
ficant hospital projects including
the Rockingham-Kwinana hospi-
tal and including the estimated
cost of each project?

. DAVIES replied:

No. I am reluctant to detail
priorities because these have to
be determined not only by need
but also in the light of available
funds. I would point out that it
has been necessary to change
priorities detailed in answer to the
Membher's question of 26th Aug-
ust, 1971,

The 1972-73 loan allocation will
not be known for some months.

KINDERGARTEN
ASSOCIATION

Government Contribution
RUNCIMAN, to the Treasurer:
What is the Government’s present
contribution to the kindergarten
association?

Is the Government giving consid-
eration to increasing the amount?
(3) If s0, can he give any detalls?

Mr, T. D, EVANS (for Mr. J. T. Ton-
kin) replied:

(1) $492,946 has been paid to date
this year.

and (3) No recent request has
been made by the association to
the Government for a review of
the formula under which the
grant is determined, but, in the
event of such an approach heing
made, it will be given careful con-
sideration.

CRABS

Research and Conservation

Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna:

(1) What research has been done on
c¢rabs In Western Australia?

Mr,
(N

(2)

(2)
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2)

(3)
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Because of the very large num-
ber of crabs heing taken almost
every year from the Peel Inlet
does he consider that conservation
methods should be introduced?

If so, can he give any detalls?

. DAVIES replied:

{a) A doctoral study by T. D.
Meagher, primarily in Lesch-
enault Inlet, but also in Man-
durah Estuary and the Swan
River.

(b) Data is currently heing gath-
ered in a trawl sampling pro-
gramme being undertaken by
the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna in Cockburn
Sound.

{a) It is thought that the number
of crabs taken in one year
does not have a close relation-
ship with the number avail-
able in later years. The re-
strictions which make it un-
lawful to take crabs under 5
inches or females in spawn or
during their spawning period,
together with limitation on
nets are helieved to be ade-
quate.

(b} The recent research in the
United States shows that a
diminution of crabs in Ches-
peake Bay was due to the
destruction of shallow muddy
banks which previously sup-
ported populations of juven-
iles.

Conservation committees concern-
ed with the main crabhing areas—
Leschenault Inlet, Peel Inlet and
the Harvey Estuary—and the
Swan River Conservation Board
each Includes a representative of
the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna amongst its members. Prese
ervation of adequate habitat, in-
cluding extensive shallow muddy
bank areas, appears to be an
essential factor in the conserva-
tion of these crab fisheries.

MANDURAH-ROCEKINGHAM

ROAD
Roadworks
Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for
‘Works:

a)

(2)

(1)

What Is the present nature and
cost of work being done on the
Mandurah-Rockingham road?

Because of the increasing volume
of traffic on this rond what plans
has the Commissioner for im-
proving this highway?

. JAMIESON replied:

Reconstruction of a 1 mile section
between 17.9 and 18.8 mile at an
estimated cost of $39,000.

23.

24.

(2) Investigations are being carried
out to determine the feasibility of
duplicating sections of the road to
provide passing opportunities.

POLICE SUMMONSES
Delivery at Places of Employment

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Police:

(1) Are police officers delivering sum-
monses instructed and/or allowed
to deliver them to reciptents at
their places of work?

{2) Is he aware that such procedure
often endangers safety conditions
in factories when one man is
called away from a machine where
his presence is necessary?

(3) If the answer to (1} is “Yes" are
employers compelled to allow em-
ployees time off for delivery pur-
poses even though this might
stop the work of other employees?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:

(1) There are no specific instructions
issued as to where police are to
serve suUmMmonses.

Where difficulty is experienced in
serving a summons at the person’s
last known place of abode or
where requested by the person to
whom the summons is addressed,
it may be served at his place of
wark or any other place the per-
son may be located.

(2) If arrangements are made for a
man to be called away from his
work it is normally for the pur-
pose of saving embarrassment. If
the member is aware of a specific
complaint in this regard, it should
be brought to the attention of the
Commissioner of Police,

(3) No.

YUNDURUP CANALS
SCHEME

Dredging

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Premier:

(1> By whom is the dredging which
has been started at the Peel Inlet
by the Yundurup canal developers
supervised to make sure that it is
executed according to the plans
which were tabled In this House
and which are part of the dredg-
ing contract?

(2) Will the sand heaps which at pres-
ent are thrown in the estuary
forming small islands at places not
indicated on the plan remain there
or will the contractors be com-
pelled to remove them and leave
the original sand level under the
water in the estuary?
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Mr, GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:
(1) The Harbours and Rivers Branch

(2)

Mr.

De

of the Public Works Department
is the Government body control-
ling dredging and related opera-
tions.

Under the conditions applying to
these operations the spoil may be
deposited either onto the project
itself or into a spoil area on the
south side of the channel. Other
areas of the estuary will remain
as they are.

SUPERPHOSPHATE
Works in Eastern Wheatbelf

BROWN, to the Minister for
velopment and Decentralisation:

As the study of Davey Ashmore
Consultants reveals a reasonable
case for an inland super works in
the eastern wheatbely, what pro-
posals are envisaged to implement
the proposals of the report?

. GRAHAM replied:

The study referred to comprises
the first part of a two-phase study
on the prospects for an inland
superphosphate plant.

The report is currently being
examined by departmental officers.
When this examination has been
completed, a decision will be made
on the need for completion of
phase two, which will cover in
greater detail the economics of
inland works.

It should be understood that the
Government commissioned the re-
port at the request of regional
bodies, and if the conclusions to
be drawn from the report indicate
a viable operation, formation of
an operating company and initia-
tion of construction of the plant
would be outside the Government's
jurisdiction, although the Gov-
ernment would offer advice and
act in a co-ordinating role, if re-
quired.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Thefts

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister repres-
enting the Minister for Police:

(1) How many motor vehicles were

@

&)

stolen in the metropolitan area for
the years 1962-63, to 1970-71, and
for the period 1st July, 1971, to
18th March, 1972?

How many motor wvehlcles were
stolen in the country for the same
period?

How many motor vehicles stolen
in the metropolitan area for the
same period were—

{a) damaged;

(4)

(5)

()]

M

1)

(2)
(3}

4)

(b) completely destroyed by fire
or wrecked?

(¢) not recovered?

How many motor vehicles stolen

in the country for the same period

were—

(a) damaged;

(h) compietely destroyed by fire
or wrecked;

(¢) not recovered?

What are the numbers of offend-
ers arrested and charged for the
same period—

(a) under 17 years of age;

(b) over 17 and under 30 years of
age;

(¢} over 30 and under 45 years of
age;

(d)} over 45 years of age?

For the same perlod, how many

offenders have been—

(a) fined;

(b) gaoled;

(¢) both fined and gaoled?

During the same period, have any
offenders been ordered by the
courts to—

(a) pay for damage to motor
vehicles in full;

(b) pay for part of the damage?

. JAMIESON replied:

1962-63 not avallahle
1963-64 1,034
1964-65 991
1865-66 1,376
1966-67 1,543
196%7-68 1,960
1968-69 2,034
1869-70 2,251
1970-71 ... 3,202
1/7/1971-29/2/1972—2,502
Included in (1).

{(a) Not known,
(b) Not known,

(e) 1962-63 ... not available
1963-64 ... 92
1864-65 ... 70
1965-66 ... 44
1966-67 ... 28
1967-68 ... 172
1968-69 ... 58
1969-70 ... 77
1970-T1 62

1/7/1971-29/2/1972—166
Included in (3),
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(5) Statistics are not kept under the
age groupings requested but are
as follows—

Over 17 Over 18
Under and and 21 and
17 under under over
18 21

1062-03 ... Not avallable.
10683-04 ... 3907 107 94 182
1984-85 ... 485 49 117 156
1665-60 695 290 218 343
1066-87 850 103 104 148
1967-68 375 3 263 217
166860 757 82 81 210
1969-70 738 144 115 254
1970=71 1,261 224 201 245
1/7/1871-

28/2/1072 603 189 185 262

(6) Information not available,
(7) Information not available,

POULTRY FARMING
Hen Licenses: South-West

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

{1) How many applications for a
license to produce eggs were re-
ceived from the—

(a) Augusta-Margaret
shire;

(b) Busselton shire,
areas?

Were any licenses granted, and,
if so, to whom?

H. D. EVANS replied:
(a) 3.
(h) 2,

A. M., and C. E. Wills, Box 115,
‘Yongarilup via Busselton.
W. 8. Kemp, Ludlow.

W. H. Benbow, Karridale,
R. E. Clews of Cowaramup.
Margaret River Junior
School, Margaret River.
The addresses glven are postal ad-
dresses. It cannot be determined
on which side of the shire boun-
daries properties of producers are
situated.

River

2)

Mr.
1)

(2}

High

This question was posizoned for one
week.

This question was postponed.

EDUCATION
Class Sizes

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) How many State primary school
classes exceeded 40 in number at
1st March, 19727

Does the Government consider
classes of this size acceptable, and
conducive to providing the desired
standard of education?

If not, will he state when we can

expect a reduction in class num-
bers?

(2)

3

31,
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(4) What does he consider the maxi-
mum number of pupils which
should comprise a primary school
class. and the maximum number
of students who constitute a
secondary school class?

T. D. EVANS replied:

This information is not available
as returns from schools have not
yet heen analysed.

No.

The department has for many
vears followed & policy of pro-
gressively reducing class sizes and
this policy will continue,

The objectives in the W.A, sur-
vey of needs are 35 for primary,
30 for lower secondary, and 20
for upper secondary classes.

TRANSPORT
Hovercrajt

Mr. FLETCHER, to the WMinister
repxt-’esentlng the Minister for Trans-
port:

(1) How many “hovercraft” wvehicles
or vessels exist in this State at
present which could come within
the ambit of the proposed legisla-
tion to regulate the use of same?
Is—

(a) importation; or

(b) construction,

of this type of transport con-
templated in this State?

If so, by whom—private enter-
prise or Government?

Are such craft intended for ferry
purposes on a fare paying passen-
ger basis?

If so, on what routes?

JAMIESON replied:

Nil.

(a) and (b) The Director-General
of Transport has had discussions
with manufacturers of hovercraft
outside the State and potential
manufacturers within the State
but at this point in time, to the
best of our knowledge, there are
no known plans to import or
manufacture hovercraft—but the
ability to do so probably exists,
Private enterprise.

They are widely used overseas for
this purpose and some discussions
have been held with potential
operators bhut none of the pro-
posals has ever been taken beyond
a feasibility stage. The Director-
General o¢of Transport recently
queried all likely Government De-
partments who had possible appli-
cation for the use of hovercraft to
see if they had any intention of
employing them. The general
answer was “No, not at this time”.

Mr.
1)

2>
&)

(4)

2)

(3)

(4)

5)
Mr.
1)
(2)

3
(4)
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(5} Routes that have bheen discussed

Mr.

are as follows—

(a) Perth to Rottnest;

(b) the Swean River for urban
purposes,

but the technical feasibility of

either of these routes has never

bheen prohed in depth.

FISHING AND HUNTING
LICENSES
Part-time Stajf
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Fauna:

(89)

2

3

Mr.

D
(2}

(3)

Mr.

Has he acted or does he intend to
act upon the sugegestion made
during the budget debate last year,
of employing part-time office staff
in major centres to issue various
fishing and hunting licenses, thus
allowing the inspectors greater
time to carry out their duties?
What arrangements are being
made for this year; in what
months will part-time staff be
employed, and in what number at
each centre?

If this suggestion is not to be
carried out, what are the reasons?
DAVIES replied:

Yes.

The main period for the issuing of
licenses i1s between early Decem-
ber and mid-March each year.
Finance will be sought to employ
additional staff for future licens-
ing periods in the major centres.

See answers (1) and (2),

HOUSING
Bunbury
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Housing:

5y

(2)

(3)

(4)

)

What number of State Housing
Commission houses, units, etc,
have been constructed in Bunbury
during this year?

How many further units, houses,
ete., are to be constructed this
year?

How many units, houses, etc., are
vacant at present time?

What areas of land does the Com-
mission hold in Bunbury, and
what is the general location and
area in each case?

. BICKERTON replied:

103 units have been completed, to
date, in this financial year.
Looking through this part of the
question, if the reply I have just
given does not give him the in-
formation he seeks I suggest that
he see me later. Maybe it has
been misunderstood.

34,

35.

(2) A further four units for larger

&)

4)

Mr,

families are programmed o com-
mence this financial year.

99 units are vacant at present, of
which 22 are in process of hand-
ing over following completion.
For the future growth of Bunbury
and its environs, the commission
has acguired 2,873 acres, of which
approximately 415 acres has been
subsequently zoned industrial. Of
the residential land, 120 acres is
being planned for development
when required.

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS
Hobby and Night Classes
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Education:

(9 Y

(2

3)

Mr.

o)

2)

3

Mr.

fOl'
¢}

Q)

What increase or decrease has
there been in the amount of
money available to technical
schools and centres for the hobby
and night classes during 1972?

In either case, what is the extent
in each centre?

What does this variation mean in
numbers enrolled for these classes
in 1972 compared with 1970 and
19719

T. D. EVANS replied:

The emount of money made avail-
able for all part-time teaching, in-
cluding hobby-type classes, was
increased by $815,000 for the
period 1st January-30th June,
1972,

This includes day and evening
part-time classes,

The increase in each school or
centre varles from $5 to $600 per
week depending on the size of the
school or cenire and the respect-
tive enrolments in classes.

No comparison c¢an be made since
the enrolment statistics for 1972
are incomplete.

ART GALLERY
Replacement of Building

HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
Cultural Affairs:

Is it not a fact that the Western
Australian Art Gallery has a per-
manent collection which has
grown greatly In size and pres-
tige and also that the Aboriginal
collection has become one of
major importance?

Is it not a fact that the present
exhibition, storage and working
space avatlable to the gallery is
entirely inadequate to do justice
to the collections and that the
gallery's role of fostering the vis-
ual arts in this State is thus sadly
impaired?
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Does the Government intend to
proceed with the bullding of a
modern art gallery with adequate
exhibition storage and working
space in general conformity with
the cultural planning of the
Brand Government as evidenced
in the modern museum?

If s0, when and where?

If not, why not?

Is the Government completely
satisfied that all necessary moves
have been made to protect the
concept of a plaza in Forrest
Place with a vista through to the
cultural centre?

If not, will he ensure that the
necessary action is taken?

GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)

replied:

)
(4)

(5)
(6}

to (3) Yes.

The Art Gallery site is at present
occupied by the existing Police
Courts and a stert{ cannot be made
until this site is vacated. The
exact date of this has not yet
been finalised.

Answered by (3) and (4).

and (7) The Government is fully
conscious of the need to main-
tain vistas from Forrest Place to
the cultural centre across a land-
scaped central railway area.

The Principal Architect, who is
also Chairman of the Cultural
Centre Planning Committee, has
had informal discussions with
Commonwealth officials.

This question was postponed.

Mr,

STOCK {(BRANDS AND
MOVEMENTS) ACT

Ear Tags and Marks
W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

(2)

2

4)

(D
2)

Is he aware of an article dealing
with the Stock (Brands and Move-
ments) Act which appears in the
Journal of Agriculture, November,
19712

Is this article correct where It
states that the ear tag shall be
placed in the same ear as the ear
mark?

Is he aware that the current
practice Is to place the ear tag in
the oppasite ear to the ear mark
and that possibly 75% of sheep
are now marked in this manner?

Does he agree that to alter this

situation would result in utter con-
fusion?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

Yes.
No.

38.
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The Stock (Brands and Move-
ments) Act has not yet been pro-
claimed nor have proposed regula-
tions under this Act been gazetted.

An amendment to the relevant
regulation has already been pre-
pared and will require the regis-
tered ear tag, if used, to be placed
in the ear opposite to that carry-
ing the ear marks.

and (4) The requirements of the
proposed regulations will comply
with current practice,

BUILDING SOCIETIES
Commonwealth Funds: Use
O'NEIL, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1)

(2}

(&)

4}

(¢ D)

Does not the policy of directing
that 50% of home builders account
funds allocated to bullding soclet-
ies be used to buy State Housing
Commission houses mean in effect
that only 15% of funds made
available by the Commonwealth
may be used to purchase homes
which are the personal choice of
horrowers?

If not, what effect does this policy
have?

Does not the current financial
arrangement with the Common-
wealth require that 30% of funds
be channelled to building societies
in order to qualify for the non-
repayable cash pgrants available
under these arrangements?

If so, does the State expect to
receive all such grants available;
if not, what is the position?

. BICKERTON replied:

and (2) As outlined in an answer
to the Member on 21st September,
1971, there are now no Common-
wealth capital funds made avail-
able for housing. The new
arrangements provide for housing
assistance grants which are to be
used to reduce the purchase in-
stalments or rentals of persons
eligible for welfare housing. The
definition of welfare housing is
left to the States and in Western
Australia it is taken as housing
for persons and families of low
and moderate income.

The current arrangements also
provide, as previously explained,
for the 30% requirement to be
applied to the whole allocation of
State loan fund made to the hous-
ing authority for welfare housing.
This means, of course, that funds
are diverted away from Housing
Commission programmes and into
building societies.
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The policy requiring 50% of home
builders account funds to be used
for financing Commission appli-
cants purchasing Commission
built properties has been intro-
duced in order to maintain at a
fairly constant level the number
of eligible applicants who can be
assisted from State funds and
have the benefit of reduced instal-
ments through the housing assist-
ance grant. This arrangement
will ordinarily have no effect on
the number of people who will be
able to purchase homes of their
personal cholce and financed by
building societies.

The current arrangements require
at least 30% of funds allocated
from State loan borrowings to the
housing authority for weliare
housing should be placed In g
Home Builders Account to be used
in making advances to building
societies and other approved insti-
tutions. A similar proportion of
the Housing Assistance Grant
must also be placed in the Home
Builders Account. In special cir-
cumstances the Commonwealth
Minister may approve a lesser
allocation and this has been done
foxi Western Australia for 1971-72
only,

The State expects to receive al
the housing assistance grant for
which it is eligible in 1971-72.
The arrangements for the Home
Builders Aeccount have recelved
approval of the Commonwealth
Minister.

QUESTIONS (5): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

PRICE CONTROL

Press Report of Minister's Comment

Mr.
Prices Control:

COURT, to the Minister for

In the absence of the Minister for

Prices Control, I would ask him,

through the Acting Premier, the

following question:—

(1} Is he correctly reported In
today's issue of The West
Australian to the effect that—
(a) Proposed price control

legislation could control
only the prices of W.A.
{tems and services; and

(b) Only the Commonwealth

can carry out really
wide-reaching price con-
trol?

(2) If so, what are the grounds
on which he makes these
claims?

(3) What 1is the constitutional
position of the Commonwealth
in respect of price control in

times other than wartime
controls—especially In view
of the fate of the Referen-
dum to try to give the Com-
monwealth this power in
peacetime?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. Taylor} re-
plied:

The Minister for Prices Control
wishes me to express his regrets
that he is not present. He has a
commitment at ambassadorial
level, and he has asked me to
reply to the Deputy Leader of the

Opposition in the following

ferms:—

(1) to (3) The article referred to
is apparently part of a phone
conversation requested by a
reporter and covering a num-
ber of aspects with regard to
the Government's proposed
excessive prices legislation.
The words appearing in quo-
tation marks in the article
may, or may not, have been
those used, but could be
reasonably accurate if the
word “can’” becomes ‘‘could.’”
The broad tenor of my re-
marks In 1{a) and 1(b) I5
generally correct, though from
question (3) cone interprets
that the honourable member
would have preferred add!-
tional qualification referring
to the doubts inherent in the
Federal Constitution for the
Commonwealth forthwith to
implement some form of
priee control. However, the
statements in 1(a) and 1(b)
remain substantlally correct
from the point of view of the
Btate’s legislation. I am in-
formed that as question (3)
calls for an opinion on &
point of law, it is not admis-
sible (ref. May’s Parliament-
ary Practice, Ed. 18, follo 327)
but I believe I may have cov-
ered the paints to which the
honourable member wished to
draw attention.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY

School of Velerinary Science

Sir

DAVID BRAND, to the Minister

for Education:

1)

2)

Did he see an artlele in this
morning’s issue of The West Aus-
tralian headed “Loss of proposed
vet school feared”?

Did he see where Dr, G. M.
Robertson said that if the open-
ing of the school was delayed
because of financial difficulties,
the school could go to an Eastern
States university?
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(3) In the statement made by the

Minister appearing in this article
he said that there was no serious
threat that the school of veter-
inary science would be transferred
to another State. What are the
grounds on which that statement
was made?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) I did read the article.

(2) Yes.

(3) It was an opinion on my part that

if the opening of the veterinary
school was deferred in 1975 1 did
not fear that we in Western Aus-
tralin would lose the school.

The basis upon which I formed
this opinion was that I had the
opportunity to be present at the
Premiers’ Conference on the 14th
February, where I heard at first-
hand the pleas put forward by
each State Premier indicating the
dire needs of the other States for
capital funds which were very
scarce. I had no reason to doubt
the genuineness of the pleas put
forward.

Subsequently, I cannot imagine any
State Premier waiting in the side-
lines to grab the veterinary school.
I might mention also that I am
somewhat fortifled in my opinion
as a result of a discussion I had
the following day with Professor
Karmel of the Australian Unij-
versity in Canberra. I will not
mention the subject we discussed,
but I still share the view there
is no great fear. I can under-
stand the concern, the distress,
end the anxlety felt by people
associated with the veterinary
school.

Mr. Court: The Minister created the

anxiety.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
School of Veterinary Science

3)

for teaching at the latest in 1975,
considering that the Common-
wealth's finance will be available
to the normal extent as promised
previously and negotiated by the
Erand Government,?

Has he received the Common-
wealth Minister's reply to his
letter of the 23rd February, 1973,
which reply confirms the availabil-
ity of finance according to the
usual formulae and expresses con-
cern about his propesition of
delay?

, T. D. EVANS replied:

I thank the member for Floreat
for sufficient notice of his ques-
tion, the answer to which is as
follows:—

(1) There is no inconsistency.
The Government’s problem in
relation to the veterinary
school and other tertiary edu-
cation developments proposed
for the 1973-75 triennium is
clearly set out in my reply to
question 6§ of Wednesday, the
22nd March. The member for
Floreat has misquoted my
letter to the Commonwealth
Minister for Education and
Science in which I stated that
in view of the very heavy de-
mands for expenditure on ter-
tiary education in the 1973-75
triennium, the Government
had “no alternative than to
consider—the emphasis is on
the word ‘consider'—the post-
ponement of work on the vet-
erinary scheool.” Before
coming to a deeision on this
matter I sought the views of
the Commenwealth Govern-
ment which, knowing this
State's very difficult capital
funds position, may well have
rated the veterinary school
sufficiently high priority on
the national scene as to be

prepared to provide additional
assistance to enable it to com-
mence on the date planned.
Apparently this is not the

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

{1 How can he reconcile his reply

given to question 6 without notice
on Tuesday, the 21st March, 1972,
with the view he expressed in his
letter dated the 23rd February,
1972, to the Commonwealth Min-
ister for Education and Science,
especially with the passage where
he states that unless the Com-
monwealth bears the full cost the
State Government would postpone
the project—that is, the Murdoch
University and veterinary school
—to the triennium of 1976-78?

(2) Will he state definitely that the

veterinary school will be built
within the framework of the Mur-
doch University and it will be open

case.

(2} T am not as yet aware of what
the Commonwealth commit-
ment for the Murdoch Uni-
versity will be in relation to
the 1973-75 triennium. This
information has not been
made avallable to the Gov-
ernment,.

(3) 1 have not received so much
as an acknowledgment from
Mr. Fraser and am therefore
unable to state whether or not
he confirms the availability of
finance from the Common-
wealth.
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I am somewhat disturbed at the
framework of the question which
suggests that the questioner Is
aware of the contents of the letter
whereas I have not had the
courtesy of a reply.

. Court: Does the Minister not read
the papers?

, T. D. EVANS: If the member for

Floreat is aware of the contents
of Mr. Fraser's reply to me I
ghould be grateful if he would con-
vey them to me.
I wrote the letter to the Federal
Minister and I did not expect to
find the reply to a parliamentary
question in the form of a Dorothy
Dixer question and answer.

4. WHEAT QUOTAS
Alterations

Mr. WALDER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has he discussed any alterations
to wheat quotas with any mem-
bvers of the wheat section of the
Farmers’ Unton since the Farm-
ers’ Union executive had an
opportunity to discuss the inde-
pendent committee’s report?

If so, can he inform the House
of any decisions made?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

I thank the Leader of the Coun-
try Party for notice of the gues-
tlon. The reply Is as follows:—

(1) and (2) Discussions have heen
held with the wheat executive
of the Farmers' Union. Ad-
ditional information was
sought from the wheat execu-
tive and is currently being
considered. A further meet-
ing will shortly be held with
the executive and as soon as
possible thereafter a decislon
will be made,

2)

5. STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Vessels; Acquisitions and Sales

Mr. COURT, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Transport:

With respect to guestion 20 on
today’s notice paper, would the
Minister be good enough to con-
fer with his colleague in another
place concerning the answer he
gave to part (8) (a)? The reply
gave the date as the 4th March,
1971, whereas, if my memory
serves me aright, the negotiations
for the unit-load ships com-
menced approximately October-
November, 1870, following about
12 months’ search to find suitable
vessels.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Mr. JAMIESON repled:

I will confer with my colleague on
this matter.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earlter
stage of the sitting, on the following
moticn by Mr. Brown:—

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency’s Speech
be agreed to:—

May it please Your Excel-
lency: We the Legislative
Assembly of the Parllament of
the State of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank Your Excellency for the
Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [4.4]1 p.n.l: The
first matter I wish to refer to in this debate
on the Address-in-Reply is the discomfort
experienced by many members by having
to wear coats, and the prospect of air-
conditioning this Chamber.

1 would point out that this whole affalr
has been blown up out of all proportion.
First of all, I would like to discuss the baste
reason for our feeling rather warm. For
two years I have been advocating that there
is no reason at all for this Parliament even
to be sitting at this time of the year.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr. GAYFER: The opinion has been
expressed recently that it could cost up-
wards of $1,000,000 to air-conditlon this
bullding completely. I base my flgures on
the dust-extraction unit used by the bulk
handling installation at Fremantle. The
unit cost $1,000000 and it extracts the
dust from the installation. For that reason
I think it would cost about $1,000,000 to
extract the dust which is sometimes pre-
valent in this Chamber.

Mr. Jamieson: Have they got a second-
hand unit avatlahle?

Mr. GAYFER.: Nevertheless, I do con-
sider that portions of this buildings, where
the staffi are employed, should be air-con-
ditioned. However, as far as this Chamber
is concerned it would be a complete and
utter waste of time to air-condition it. The
original quote was approximately $400,000
to air-conditton the offices. We de not
know what it would have cost to air-con-
dition the Chamber and this matter has
only been raised since we have been sitting
during this summer session.

I will now point out to members the cir-
cumstances which caused us to have a sum-
mer session, FPirst of all, the then Opposi-
tion and the Press—and the letters written
to the Press by the public as a result of
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publicity—brought pressure to bear on the
Premier of the day to introduce two sittings
of Parliament. Also, at that time, the
mining industry was booming and expand-
ing.

Mr. Jamieson: We are all in agreement.

Mr. GAYFER: Al] right, we now have
two sittings. However, what is the situa-
tion now? This morning there were three
Ministers in the front bench. and there
are three Ministers present now. During
this morning two other members sat in
the front beneh in an effort to fill it. There
were six members on the back benches
this morning, and there are six members
present now. I do not ohject to the fact
that Ministers and members have work to
do outside the Chamber, and I will come
back to this point in a short time.

I will now refer to the two years prior
to the time we commenced having two
sittings in each session. During 1966 we
sat for 16 weeks and one day, and we intro-
duced 110 Bills. In 1967 we sat for 16
weeks and one day, and we introduced 82
Bllls. In 1968-69 we had two sittings and
we were in session for 19 weeks and one
day, and introduced 118 Bills, In 1968-70
~and extending—we sat for 22 weeks, al-
most half the year, and we introduced 105
Bills. That was nearly as many as we
introduced during the 16-week session
when we had only one sitting.

I am of the opinion that we have given
this method a fair go and for the benefit
of the State we should wipe it out, get
rid of it, and return to the system which
applied previously. In various countries
throughout the werld through which I have
travelled, Parliaments deal with an equiva-
lent number of Bills—and from memory
I can quote Winnipeg—in a period of five
to seven weeks. Those Parliaments have
subordinate legislation committees, but
the legislation is dealt with within the
period I have mentioned.

In my opinion all we have achieved is
a heck of & lot of talking and a sheer
waste of time. Somebody will come up
with the answer that members are going
home earlier at night. What members are
going to which homes? One result of the
two sittings is that country members are
dragged down here away from thelr
homes to be shacked up in dwellings not
fitting to their situations, I say “dwell-
ings" because they stay in the type of
accommodation they can afford to pay
far, and believe me some of the members
of this Chamber, because of the high cost
of accommodation, do have to put up
with circumstances not fitting to their
situations.

Mr. Hartrey: Hear! Hear!

Mr. GAYFER: The position now is that
members have to put up with these con-
ditlons twice a year. And for what? For
no appreclable gain at all in the way of
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legislation, None, except to please the
whim of the public, the newspapers, and
the then Opposition.

Mr. Jamieson: The public has to be
considered.

Mr. GAYFER: What does the public
get with three Ministers siiting on the
front bench? This is just a facade to hide
a set of dirty underclothes.

Mr. Jemieson: It is not stopping the
honourable member from saying what he
thinks.

Mr. GAYFER: I am quite convinced
that it is necessary for Ministers to go
abroad, and I am also convinced—as we
from the agricultural areas have been for
the last two years——that Ministers should
not be wasting their time sitting in
Parlisment for such a long period of
time, Those Ministers should be travelling
overseas selling Western Australia, just
the same as we get out and sell our wheat
and other products.

It is unfortunate that the Premier, and
the Minister for Mines, have to he away
from the State at this time, but they had
to go away in order to protect Western
Australin. However, this farcical arrange-
ment whereby we are tied down to the
benches—and that is all it is because we
are not gaining anything—is a lot of rot.

There is talk about spending $1,000,000
in the provision of air-conditioning to
please, again, the community. We see our
Clerks done up in tails and white tles.
They are beautifully attired, but for no
reason at all. You sir, have discarded
your wig but I like to see you wearing
it. The two Clerks sitting in front
of you, Mr. Speaker, often have per-
spiration pouring off their faces because
they have to wear their wigs which I
should imagine are quite prickly and
uncomifortable.

I am very deflnifte in my attitude on
this matter. Our country electorates are
expanding and becoming larger and
larger, It will soon be virtually impos-
sible for some members to meet all their
electors, because of the size of the
electarates,

What chance has a country member of
rendering @ service to his people? He has
none at all because he i1s being taken out
of his electorate for twice the time he was
being taken out of it previously. Belleve
me, it is not sitting in this place that wins
elections and votes; it Is getting out
among the people, listening to them, and
looking after them.

Mr. McPharlin: Hear! Hear!

Mr. I. W. Manning: The honourable
member who agitated for this is sitting
in a sauna bath in Japan.

Mr. GAYFER: I am convinced we must
be hiz enough to own up to this stupidity.
That is &ll it is—arrant stupidity. If we
were handling more legislation, it would
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be OK. What Is it to me and my col-
leagues to knock off at 10 o'clock, half
an hour earlier, or even before midnight,
to go home to what? A motel; a flat some-
where or other. When we look at the
other side of the House, we find one mem-
ber has a home in Fremantle and another
member shares a dwelling. This Is the
way of it. I know what the member for
Geraldton has had to put up with where
he has lived over the years.

It is absolutely ridiculous, farcical, and
stupld to spend all this money just to
convince the populace that we are work-
ing here, What work are we doing? The
Address-in-Reply nearly folded up on the
second night because there were not
enough speakers on the Government side.
S0 we decided there would be one speaker
from each party and then it could fold
up. The Government could go down fo
the Governor and say, “Here is the
Address-in-Reply. We are very sorry but
they were not very enthusiastic about it.
They had only one speaker from each
party.” I am telling secrets out of school
now but it does not matter because we
have nearly all spoken.

It is so stupid to think we have to come
here and sweat this out with coats on, end
s0 on, just to please a few people who
reckon we are working only if the House
is sitting, Every member of Parliament
gets this when he is in his electorate.
People come up and say, “You will be back
to work next week. The holiday is
finished.” However, there is more work
out in the electorate than there Is when
the House is sitting,

I would like to deal with another prob-
lem experienced by country members. I
happen to be a Whip—and I might add,
looking &t the benches on the other side,
I would hate to call & division right now
because, while I have one member away,
there are many Government members
who are away. The member for Welling-
ton has them all covered—nine or 10 of
them. Nevertheless, while we are stuck
down here in the city because of this
fareical business, at any time he likes a
¢ity member can get a pair for an hour
and go out in his electorate to look In at
8 P. & C. meeting and say, "I am sorry,
the House is sitting and I c¢annot stay.”

Mr. Jamieson: He has to do that while
he sits in Parliament, too. You get a
spell away from your electorate.

Mr. GAYFER: How many times do we
have to refuse to go to meetings? The
Minister does not have an idea what he
is talking about.

Mr. Jamieson: You are the only one
who has any ideas.

Mr. GAYFER: The Minister supported
the iden of a summer session. It is tying
him down and he does not like it any
more than anyone else.

Mr. Jamleson: I do not mind it at all

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. GAYFER: It was said we would be
working shorter hours. If anyone cares
to check up on the hours he will find they
are not much shorter. The Government
is not introducing any more Bills and we
are working longer hours during the week.
All the Government iIs doing 1s holding
people here unnecessarily by continuing
with this farce. Air-conditioning this
place would be 8 sheer waste of money.

Mr. Bickerton: Have you air-condition-
Ing in your car?

Mr. GAYFER: Has the Minister?
Mr. Bickerton: Yes.

Mr. Jamieson: Have you ever been re-
fused a pair?

Mr. GAYFER: I will say one more thing
before I close. In my opihion, there is
much less efficiency in this House through
sitting in two sessions under the condl-
tions we are experiencing. I fervently
believe we should not be sitting now. This
matter should be reviewed.

Mr. Bickerton: If we were not sitting,
you would be running around your elec-
torate and working hard.

Mr. GAYFER: That is possibly one of
the motives in making us sit during this
summer session.

Mr. W. G. Young: You would have an
air-conditioned car.

Mr., Bickerton: And a pure wool coat.

Mr. Graham: Does not the honourable
member think it is wrong that for six or
seven months every year Parliament should
not be sitting?

Mr. GAYFER: May I interject?

Mr. Graham: I think you want to go
farming instead of doing your legislative
job.

Mr, Jamieson: That is about what it is.

Mr. Graham: He is throwing brickhats
around. I think he ousght to examine him-
self.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Avon will continue.

Mr. GAYFER: 8Six weeks ago I rang
the interjecting Minister's office and asked
that he receive a deputation from the
Bruce Rock Shire Couneil to discuss a mat-
ter concerning decentralisation. The sec-
refary said he would confer with the Min-
ister, I would have liked him to receive
the deputation this week, When I rang
back, the secretary sald to me, "The Min-
ister is frightfully busy. He has had two
visits to the north-west. He has been in
the Eastern States. His desk is full of
flles he has to get off before the session
starts. Then he has to get ready to go
to Indonesia.’” That is exactly what he
said. I did not want to bring this matter
up but the Minister became nasty.
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I do not mind the Minister doing all
those things but he cannot do service to
the office he is occupying at the moment
by being unnecessarily tied to the seat in
which he is now sitting. He should be
available to receive deputations when they
are requested. That is just as important
to Bruce Rock, I think the Minister should
be out enticing industries to this State
and getting around the country in this
period—with me, in my car, if he llkes—
in order to see the necessity for doing
what I advocate.

Mr. Graham: Do you think it is right
that for a period of seven or eight months
in every year Parliament should not be
meeting? That was the position previously.
It is too long.

Mr. GAYFER: As I said before, I have
investigated this matter in other countries.
It seems to work satisfactorily there and,
funnily enough, it seemed to work in this
place for 60 years.

Mr. Jamieson: Not exactly. Look back
at the records.

Mr. GAYFER: I would like to move to
another subject in order to stop the in-
terjections.

The SPEAKER: You might get fewer
interjections.

Mr, GAYFER: I recently noticed in the
Press and heard over the radio an an-
nouncement that the Fitzroy area had had
five inches of rain in six days. I was
speaking to a couple of members who came
down from that area and they said it was
rather wet. On the 1lst March a cloud
went over Cunderdin, where it dropped
three inches of rain, It came over Bruce
Rock and settled in over Corrigin at 5.30
p.m. There was considerable thunder and
lightning. It dropped 375 points of rain
in 35 minutes, and in two hours it dropped
six jinches of rain on the town of Corrigin.
I have positive proof from one of the
members who happened to be caught in
that flood that cars were washed off the
road, secondhand machines were swept off
lots, cars were dented as they were swept
along the main street and hit telephone
poles. Empty drums were swept from miles
away. The two ambulances in the town
were completely flooded out. Fences were
torn down and there was a vast amount
of debris for miles around.

The shopkeepers and residents unfortun-
ately took the brunt of it and water
swirled thyough the town counter high. In
fact it did irreparable damage not only
to the shops, their stock, and account
bonks but everything one could name, such
as carpets, bedding, and other household
goods behind the shops. Telephone lines
were down and there was almost sheer
chaos. Farmers who were not affected
came Into town—100 of them—and for
three days they conducted a working bee
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with front-end loaders, i{anks, power
pumps and everything else to help the
people sort the matter out. The police took
control of organising it and did a wonder-
ful job. Civil Defence came in angd did
everything possible to help. I flew over
the area damaged which extended from 20
miles to the east of Corrigin to five miles
to the west in a strip three miles wide.
This means that 75 square miles were
affected. Pive days later people were still
bewildered and wondering what had hit
them. If members could have seen the
devastation there they would readily
appreciate why many doubted whether
tihere was any future for them. Others
thought straightout that they were fin-
ished. The psychological effect of some-
thing like this is tremendous.

Tne people started to ring their insur-
ance companies. At this stage I was called
in and asked to look at some of the pol-
icies to see ‘vhether or naot people were
insured

Mr. Bertraim: I am rather disappointed.

Mr. GAYFER: When the people rang
their insurance companies they said that
a storm had hit the town. They were
asked: “Did a storm hit the town or was it
a flood?” I ask: “What kind of a question
is this?” For two hours the heavens broke
loose; if that is not a storm I do not know
what is.

The people advised the insurance com-
panies that they had comprehensive pol-
icies. Some of the companies said, “You
may think you have, but you should read
the fine print.”

Mr. Bertram: Comprehensive in its ex-
clusion.

Mr. GAYFER: That is about right.
Mr. Bertram: There is nothing new
about that.

Mr. GAYFER: I realise the member for
Mt. Hawthorn has spokenh once in the de-
bate, but perhaps some opportunity will
toon come sfor him to speak again. I ask
him to give me a chance to make my point.
It appears that water which comes
through one’s front door cannot be attrib-
uted to storm or tempest. Water must
smash a window, hreak down a door, or
take a sheet of iron from the roof before
it can be atiributed to stoymm or tempest.
In other words, the insurance companies
are compietely exonerated.

Twa days later 16 shopkeepers called a
nieeting because they had all found out
that there was very little chance of claim-
ing under insurance, The stupid part is
that it is only two years since the earth-
quake problems. At the time people went
to their insurance companies and said,
“This {ime make sure the policy is com-
prehensive.” For a total of 16 people, 13
different insurance companies were in-
volved, I was amazed.

Mr. Hartrey: Did any get paid?
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Mr. GAYFER: I do not know. I have
hers a typical letter which has been sent
to a New Australian who had just paid
for his home, furnished it, and finished
painting jt. His heme is right alongside the
spot where the member for Roe’s car was
washed away.

The letter I shall read is from an in-
surance company whose name I will not
mention because, if any insurance com-
pany out of the goodness of its heart de-
cides to come in to heip, I feel sure a
meeting will be called tomorrow in the
Terrace and a question to this effect wiil
be asked: “Why did you help? It should
be all-in- or all-out.” The letter reads—

Dear Sir,

We have been advised by the Cor-
rigin Shire Clerk that your property
has been damaged following the heavy
rain on the 1st. March, 1972. It is not
clear at this stage whether or not you
would be entitled to claim under your
Policy in respect of the damage as
there are no provisions for rainwater
damage unless associsted with storm
and/or tempest. Heavy rain does not
necessarily constitute a storm.,

To enable us to give the matter
every consideration will you plesse
write and outline the circumstances
surrounding your loss . . .

This letter was written to a New Aus-
tralian, as I have said. What kind of
mumbeo-jumbo s this?

Mr. McPharlin: It was probably written
by a legal practitioner.

Mr. GAYFER: I will pass it over to the
other side shortly to obtain a legal view.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It would be g hard-
hearted legal practitioner and not a Labor
man.

Mr. GAYFER: 1t is only a week ago that
I was told by some that their insurance
companies are looking at the matter be-
cause they have been clients for so long.
Others said that they had been given an
emphatic “No.” The people came up with
the stock answer that was given to so
many insurance companies at Meckering
and York after the earthguake; namely,
“If you will not look after my business I
will leave your company and go to
another.” The companles laugh at this
suggestion. What happens? One man
takes his business from one insurance com-
pany and goes to one around the corner.
There Is merely a changeover of clients.
It is not possible to use the principle of
“might is right” or to bluff. The only
thing we can hope for is that some insur-
ance companies, out of the goodness of
their hearts, will do something.

For the interest of members I have
brought in a few of my insurance policies.
After the earthquake at Meckering I
thought I was properly covered for every-
thing. If members look at my policles they

[ASSEMBELY.]

will see innumerable bits of paper which
have been stuck on to a ‘‘comprehensive”
policy to make it comprehensive. I truly
thought I was covered. However, one
clause reads—

Storm or tempest, but excluding
destruction or damage by water or rain
to the interfor of any bullding unless
caused by water entering such build-
ing through an opening in the wall or
the roof made by the storm.

I have had it again] The result is we
take all the insurance papers back uand
have them endorsed again., We are told
now that we will have to pay more heavily
because the area is flood prone. I might
add that the storm knocked over fences
that have stood since 1907, but we are now
flood prone!

Mr. Jamieson: Do you have an Insurance
against drought?

Mr., GAYFER: If it were not so serlous
it would almost he humorous. All told
$35,000 has been lost because people
honestly thought they were covered for all
emergencies.

I plead with the public and ask every-
body, whether in the metropolitan area or
in country towns: For Cod's sake, get out
your insurance policies and read them, Of
course, people will not understand them,
but they should take them to lawyers.

Mr. McPharlin: They will not understand
them then.

Mr. GAYFER: If lawyers can make sense
out of a policy such as this, I am a Dutch-
man,

Furthermore, I castigate companies
which send out ill-trained salesmen
with the one intention of writing an in-
surance policy. The only way they can
better a previous quote is to delete some
clause—and this is done under the guise
of the policy still being comprehensive.
In fact, the person who swallows the story
is left with a worthless piece of paper,
as so many of us have found out.

I heard the Young Liberals discussing a
motion at a meeting three weeks ago. I
thought it was ridiculous and a lot of rot—

Mr. Davies: Hear, hear!

Mr. GAYFER: -—because they were
talking ahout training insurance salesmen
and agents. I thought that If this was
all they could do at a political meeting
they were wasting their time. However,
they were on the right track. There
should be a law to icense these people and
we should bring one in. Ii is a problem,
and a great one.

Despite all the interjections and the
humour apparent here today, I hope mem-
bers never suffer a Meckering earthquake
or a Corrigin flood. It certainly wipes the
grin off a man’s face when he loses every-
thing in two hours.
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Mr. T. D. Evans: If the member for
Avon would pause a moment I might make
& comment which will please him. I have
tried twice already to tell him this. It is
a principle of insurance—unfortunately it
only applies one way—that the insurance
policy is one of good faith. I intend to
introduce legislation at the earliest oppor-
tunity to ensure that the principle of good
faith works to the benefit of both parties.
I look forward to the support of the mem-
ber for Avon,

Mr. GAYFER: I hope the legislation will
be back-dated six months.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I feel I can count on
the vote of the member for Avon.

Mr, GAYFER: Before I leave this subject
I would like to congratulate the Clvil De-
fence & Emergency Services and the
Police Force for the wonderiul job they
did. The A.B.C. and the Press reporters
were there but they were not welcome.
There were already too many people in the
area and this is probably why the stories
of the floods were not complete. It was
a bad business and I should know; I have
a property in the middle of it.

Mr. W. G. Young: I endorse those re-
marks.

Mr. GAYFER: Whilst the members of
the Cilvil Defence & Emergency Services
are busy mopping up, I believe other
officers attached to the organisation should
be provided to advise on such things as
insurance policles. If men are not avall-
able from this organisation, it would be
in the interests of public relatlons for a
Government department to send two
officers o these areas.

This Government and previous Govern-
ments have been afraid to provide men
in this capacity hecause people may think
the Government is willlng to help. I
know Government policy is not to help
except in nationsl disaster. However, If
officers were available people in trouble
would have a shoulder to cry on. Many of
the people lost their policies in the flood.
If members realise that tip trucks and
front-end loaders were shovelling debris
out for five days, they will appreciate the
need for some assistance in this way. I
believe the member for Boulder-Dundas
wants to say something.

Mr. Hartrey: Perhaps the Consumer
Protectlon Authority could make this its
business.

Mr, GAYFER: I am afrald that if 1
say too much on this scheme the “knock
knock” will apply and policyholders will
get nothing.

The other day the Acting Premler
tabled a neat little document in this House,
It is called, “The Development of Cock-
burn Sound and Xwinana.” I was inter-
ested enough to peruse this document
with the member for Dale. However, in
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the middle of it I found something X did
not like particularly. I refer to proposed
arrangements in respect of the outloading
facilities at Co-operative Bulk Handling
Limited. This passage reads as follows:—

In so far as jetty construction in
the south is concerned, Co-operative
Bulk Handling is at present negoti-
ating with the Fremantle Port Auth-
ority with a view to the construction
of shipping facilities by 1975, subject
to the availability of funds. Accord-
ingly the possibility suggests itself of
conjoining the Pacminex shipping re-
guirements with those of CBH. ...

I hear no sound. Do members know how
concllgg.tible aluming is with wheat or oil
seeds?

Mr. W. G. Young: Or any grain.

Mr. GAYFER: The member for Roe Is
quite correct—or any grain., One of the
recomnendations in the document reads
as follows:—

The Fremantle Port Authority and
the W.A.GR. review the possibility of
combinihg the proposed Pacminex
Alumina shipping requirements with
those of Co-operative Bulk Handling
with the prime object of encouraging
development of the proposed port
operation area from the south.

Let us regress a little. People who were
aware of the planning that was taking
place expected that Pacminex would load
at the CSBP jetty to the north. Arrange-
ments are made with Co-operative Bulk
Handling Limited to construct a jetty in
the south. What is the result?

It is set out carefully in the report that
the alumina dust is a fine dust. It is a
white powder which floats in the air and
permeates everywhere, RBecause of this
the jetty was to be constructed away from
the housing area, and this is appreclated.
It has been declided to dump it just over
the fence which has been put around Co-
operative Bulk Handling's 55 acres. A
conveyor Is to be installed down the side
of the Co-operative Bulk Handling allot-
ment and hung on the other side of the
proposed jetty.

Co-operative Bulk Handling's idea 15 to
build a conveyor big enough to take 5,000
tons of wheat an hour. It will be the larg-
est international integrated terminal in
the world. No doubt it wiil be eclipsed
eventually but it is certainly a big project.
It needs to be on its own and not contam-
inated by infringements.

Perhaps the alumina can bhe covered as
it is going out parallel to the wheat on the
small jetty. However, members who have
seen a ship loading with alumina at the
end of a T-piece of a jetty would have
some idea of the result if another ship
were loading say, oll seed. This is a sticky
substance that will attract and hold any
dust close to it. Blankets of alumina dust
swirl arouné as alumina hits the hold of a
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ship. Members will appreciate the chaos
which will be caused if Co-operative Bulk
Handling wishes to utilise fully its out-
loading terminal.

It is apparent that either Co-operative
Bulk Handling or Pacminex would have
to close down its concurrent outloading
operations. Certainly the covers could not
be taken off the Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling ship whilst alumina was being loaded
alongside. We could not do otherwise be-
cause the international codex scale adopt-
ed by all countries in the world lays down
a standard for all types of insecticides and
other impurities which may be found in
grain. This is not just a matter of putting
wheat, oats, barley, linseed, lupins, and
rapeseed into a terminal. This will be a
terminal o be proud of throughout Aus-
tralia. It will have grassed areas and a
fine appearance, but we must remember
that grain from here must be sold over-
seas. We will never sell while fine alum-
inaidusr, can permeate and mix with the
grain,

I believe after this Government took
office a stage was reached where this as-
pect of planning was no longer discussed
with Co-operative Bulk Handling people.

We have had this trouble in Geraldton
with iron-ore. Co-operative Bulk Hand-~
ling painted a terminal building at Gerald-
ton white. It looked beautiful but two
months later it was covered with red iron
ore dust. This proves how incompatible
mineral dust is with grain, but some of it
is much worse than others. It would be
foolish to put such a substance on a con-
veyor hanging on the other side of a jetty
where gain is beihg outloaded.

I will admit that in Esperance a con-
veyor belt is used to load wheat and salt;
but then salt is compatible with wheat.
However, this proposal is absolutely wrong.
I appeal to the Minister to reconsider the
matter before he goes any further with it.
Believe me, Mr. Speaker, the involvement
of CB.H. is great indeed and it will be
terrific in the future. But the nigger in
the woodpile could be the occurrence of
the very circumstance that is proposed.
Immediately our overseas buyers would
shrug and say, “Look at where they are
loa?ing alumina; right next door to the
grain.”

We cannot object to the dump being
established alongside the C.B.H, facilities.
That is fair enough because the prevailing
wind does not blow towards the C.B.H. in-
stallation.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five minutes.

Mr. GAYFER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
In the five minutes left t¢ me I would like
to ask the Minister for Works to consider
the immediate establishment of a
committee to set in operation the next
seven-year programme of the country
comprehensive water supply scheme. I
know the department is considering the
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proposals, and I know the Minister has
received countless deputations on this very
point~—as a8 matter of fact I have yet to
write to him regarding a further three
deputations.

Mr. Jamieson: 1 will make it an open
house, I think.

Mr. GAYFER: Al present a large area
is not yvet covered by the comprehensive
scheme. We feel that the area I am
pointing out on the maps I am holding up,
which is right in the centre of the original
comprehensive scheme, should be com-
pleted, especially as it is the oldest part.
We have every reason to ask for the
completion of the scheme in this area,
especially when we consider that people
seem to have forgotten about the Jerra-
mungup drought and other droughts, gen-
erally. But drought has never left the
huge area to which I am pointing. I am
referring to the area surrounded by the
towns of York, Beverley, Brookton, Corri-
gin—to the west—and Quairading.

The people in that area have been cart-
ing water for almost three years now.
They have carted water through the
winters. Without wasting the 2} minutes
left to me now I would like to say that
the proof of my remarks is in the figures
of the water which is being carted—and in
some cases the distance is 25 miles—irom
the stand-pipes of the public water supply.

Finally, I would like to say it would
appear that my days as the member for
Avon are numbered. But, for heavens sake,
I have always been honest with every
member of Parliament; and if Ministers or
members come into my area without telling
me—-1 cannot stap them, I know that—and
without being decent or nice about It they
will receive no co-operation from me! Let
us all get along like buddies for another
two years, which is all that is left to me in
my electorate. I am sorry to be losing it,
but I do not want to be undermined and
I do not want to leave this House in the
wrong fashion after having received an
80 per cent. poll, I like to think that I
have done my best to look after my district,
and I do not want my position to be
usurped by members or Ministers.

Mr. Bickerton: What did you say was
the percentage of your poll?

Mrir, GAYFER: Eighty per cent.
port the motion.

I sup-

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) 1520 pm.]: 1
would like to take this opportunity to
speak on the Address-in-Reply. Having
listened to the speeches of those who have
preceded me in this debate, I would like
first of all to offer my support to the
remarks of the member for Avon, partic-
ularly in regard to the times of sitting of
this House. I agree with him in this be-
cause one of the points I have noticed as a
country member is—as the member for
Avon said—that most of a member's work
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is done in the electorate he represents, and
not in this House. I realise that certain
matters must be attended to within the
Parliament, and I have no objection to
sitting late into the night should it be
necessary;, but I think the time we are
forced to stay in Perth should be reduced.

While listening to members speaking
during this debate it became obvious to me
that members on the other side of the
House paid tribute to the achievements of
the Government during its 12 months in
office. From where I sit I would have
thought that some things are best left un-
sald, particularly with regard to the record
of the Government's achievements. I can
assure you, Mr. Speaker, it is quite &
record.

Pirst of all, let us consider the Govern-
ment's record with regard to unemploy-
ment. Unemployment levels in Australia
are at an all-time high, and Western Aus-
tralia is heading the fleld for the first time
in 12 years. It was rather hollow praise
for the member for Northam to speak
about unemployment in this State being
no problem at all, I ask members to realise
that we have an unemployment problem in
spite of the very big hand-outs the Com-
monwealth has heen feeding to this State
for the very purpese of providing employ-
ment.

I would like to refer alsa to the Govern-
ment's record in respect of mineral de-
velopment. For 12 years we saw the State-
on-the-move progressing more and more.
It is all very well for the Minister for
Works to laugh.

Mr. Jamieson: It was even profitable to
have a dairy farm during part of that time.

Mr. BLAIKIE: I will have & little to say
on dairying, so I hope the Minister does
not leave early.

Mr. Jamieson: I will not he leaving.

Mr. BLAIKIE: We had a State-on-the-
move; bhut what have we seen during the
last 12 months? We had an agreement
for the establishment of a refinery in the
Bunbury area, and I can vaguely remem-
ber the phraseology that was used some
time ago in this regard. We also had the
proposal for the Pinjarra reflnery and, of
course, the Pacminex proposal. Where are
all of those today?

I can go even further. We have seen
the stop-go and stop-stop policy of the
Government in respect of the State Ship-
ping Service. On three occaslons the Gov-
ernment gave a final notice that the ser-
vice to Darwin was to be discontinued.
The Government gave notice to all con-
cerned that as from the end of August the
service would cease. Then there was a
reprieve until the end of December, and
8 further reprieve until the end of March.
However, I do not belleve the Government
can take any kudos or say that it was
responsible for the service finally being
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continued, in spite of what the Premier
might have said. I do not believe the
Government used its initiative to seek
funds from the Commonwealth. Of course,
members on the other side are silent about
this,

Then again, $500,000 was allocated by
the Government to provide free travel for
metropolitan pensioners; but what about
country pensioners? Are they to get no-
thing? Then we can go on to electricity
charges. This was a tremendous Issue at
the time of the last elections when country
people were told that uniform electricity
charges would apply In this State.

This was good news which was well and
truly helieved. However, they were told
that the higher rate they were paying, as
compared to the lower rate paid by a
metropolitan consumer was to be equal-
ised; in other words, that the rate paid by
the metropolitan consumer was to be Hfted
to meet the rate the country consumers
were payving. They expected the reverse to
be the case. I could go on to mention the
road maintenance tax, but I will refrain
from doing so on this occasion.

However, there is one item that has been
brought to my notice and which I must
mention because during this last week, it
has shown its teeth and its prominence. I
refer to the hig teeth of the Enviren-
mental Protection Authority. I wonder how
the Government views this authority now?
Perhaps we can expect some of the teeth
of this authority to be pulled In the next
session. Therefore, there is a certaln
amount of confusion at the moment. I
have listened to speakers on the Govern-
ment side of the House pralsing the work
the Government has done during 1ts first
12 months In office, but I belleve that if
criticism is warranted it is only just and
fair that it should be put forward and it
is the duty of those members in opposition
to ensure that the facts are put straight.

I now wish to mention a matter that is
closer to home. In our area we are facing
a problem which, although minor in size, is
increasing in stature, I refer to the stinger,
This is a jellyfish with feeler-lUke attach-
ments that causes a degree of unpleasant-
ness to anyone who comes in contact with
it whilst swimming. I understand this
jellyfish was reported at Busselton some
time ago, but it is now progressively mov-
ing up the coast and starting to inundate
other areas. I would appreciate 1t if the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna could
inform us whether his department has had
any opportunity to carry out an investiza-
tion Into the habits of these ereatures
because I feel they can destroy some of
our best tourist resorts. Whilst these jelly-
fish were contained in an isolated area
they did not galn much prominence, but
these stingers are now moving up the
coast and being found in many other
coastal areas where previously they were
unknown.
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I also wish to take this opportunity to
;'efer to the rock lobster industry and how
it concerns my electorate in particular.
There are fishermen licensed in the area at
Augusta, Margaret River, and Quindalup.
They are now faced with a problem which
has been created because of the standard
of efficiency that has been attained by
those engaged in the rock lobster industry
in this State, Licenses were granted to
these fishermen to operate in those areas
as far north as the 33rd parallel. When
one considers that these licenses were
granted in the early 1960s, because of the
number of boats operating at that time
fishermen generally fished those areas they
could satisfactorily service, but with the
passing of the years the position has
changed greatly. I am referring to the
tremendous developments that have taken
place in an industry which I regard as
being most efficient. We must also take
into account that the boats have become
larger, faster, and can operate over a
wider field, and the problem has now
arisen that flshermen in Fremantle-based
boats have now the oportunity to fish in
the Cape Leeuwin and Cape Naturaliste
areas. This has become a major problem,
because the loeal fishermen in those parts
cannot fish any further north than the
33rd parallel,

It is also important to mention that the
type of rock lobster that is caught is the
one that is known as the southern cray
{Jasus Hollandiae). 'This is c¢rayfish
which, by its nature, congregates in iso-
lated grounds, but once these grounds have
been fished out this type of crayflsh may
not be seen again for some period of time
which could bhe flve years, and there-
fore the fishermen must find other areas
in which to fish. There are four or five
Fremantle-based boats laying upwards of
600 or 700 pots and fishing out many areas
and this certainly presents a serious prob-
lem. I think it could be overcome by
granting the holders of licenses in the
south-west areas I have mentioned an ex-
tension to allow them to fish in other areas
further north. I believe that this is a
matter that should he reviewed, because I
understand that the Fisheries Department
realises the importance of the problem as
it presents itself at the moment.

Whilst on the subject of rock lobsters
there is another matter I wish to ralise.
I believe that in the aresa about which I
have been speaking it will be necessary for
greater protection to be given to the rock
lobster as a result of the activities of
spear-fishermen. In the area to whieh I
have been referring, pots are belng ravaged
by spear-fishermen, but what is more
serious is that when crays are being taken
in this manner how can a spear-fisherman
tell whether it is a spawning crayfish until
after it has been speared? Thils s an
industry which, to Western Australia, Is
worth $17,000,000 on the export market.
When one takes into account in what high
regard the beef industry is held, I consider
that the crayfishing industry, in compari-
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son, certainly warrants some protection.
I therefore hope the Minister will look into
the question of the taking of crayfish by
spear-fishermen, particularly when they
use the hooker and air cylinder, because
such equipment allows spear-fishermen to
remain under water for a greater period of
time.

Regulations are already gazetted which
can be policed, but I ask members to keep
in mind that this is 1972 and the use of
high-speed fibreglass boats is quite pre-
valent. There is a multitude of road
systems in these particular areas of which
I speak, and a multitude of people
who visit these fishing grounds in the
summertime, but it is only a few persons
who are creating these problems, hecause
of their greediness in taking more cray-
fish than that to which they are justly
entitled. I therefore ask the Minister to
give consideration o this problem.

I wish to refer to anhother matter which
concerns fishermen. I believe that in the
south-west region of the State there is a
need for the establish'nent of a fishmeal-
plant. I have had discussions with local
fishermen and others involved in the fish-
ing industry in this State and from the
information I have been able to glean,
whilst it has not yet been documented
because no research has ever been under-
taken on the subject, there does seem to be
tremendous resources of the pelagic-type
fish in this particular area.

I would now llke to refer to the possible
establishment of & flshmeal industry in
the south-west of Western Australia. When
we toke the location of Western Australia,
and particularly the western seaboard, into
consideration we find that in the southern
hemisphere the western seaboards of South
Africa and South America are served by a
cold ocean current from the Antartie
Ocean. This current carries a vast amount
of vegetable matter on which pelagic fish
feed. It is significant that South Ameriea,
in particular Peru, and south-west Africa
are the worlds leading centres in pelagic
fishing. It 1s also necessary to bear in mind
that Peru and South Africa are situated
basically in the same latitudinal position
as the south-west corner of Western Aus-
tralia.

Fishmeal has come into focus tremend-
ously since 1948, and as agriculture con-
tinues to progress at the rate it must pro-
gress in order to survive, we realise that
forced feeding and other methods of ad-
vanced animal hushandry will be used
increasingly. In thls field fishmeal comes
into Its own, because it has the highest
protein content of any protein foodstufls
that are available in soya bean, meatmeal,
ete.

The countries which are producing fish-
meal include Peru, South Africa, and Chile.
In 1948 there was no production of fish-
meal in Peru, but In 1967, which was al-
most 20 years later, the production rose
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to 816,000 tons. In South Africa the pro-
duction in 1948 was eight tons, but in
1967 1t was 190,000 tons. In Chile the pro-
duction in 1948 was 1,000 tons, but in
1967 it rose to 164,000 tons. In Australia
there was no production of fishmeal in
1948, but in 1967 there was a production
of 1,000 metric tons, and basically the
production in Australia has remained the
sgme since 1967.

It is quite significant that countries
which are similarly situated, as 1s the
soutthern part of Western Australia, have
shown tremendous progress in this direc-
tion. From what I have been able to find
out from the industry within Western Aus-
tralia, it is bhelieved that similar supplies
of fish do exlst in the areas I have mention-
ed. It is all very well to speak of production.
We may be able to preduce an article, but
how do we sell it?

The Australian consumption of flshmeal
in the year 1957-58 was assessed at 1,000
metric tons, and in the year 1971 it had
risen to approximately 36,000 tons. We
should bear in mind that of this quantity
of 36,000 tons consumed in Australia only
1,000 tons was produced locally. In con-
cluding on this subject I would request the
Government to undertake s survey to see
whether it Is feasible to commence an
industry of this magnitude in the south-
west corner of the State; or If it is unable
ta carry out the survey whether it would
give adequate protectlon to private
enterprise to do so. If the Government is
not prepared to carry out a survey and
private industry 1s, then I belleve the Gov-
ernment ought to give protectlon to the
industry by way of a tenure over produc-
tlon sites so that no other operator can
operate a processing plant within a period
of, say, 10 to 15 years after the cormmence-
ment of production—that 1is, provided the
industry proves to be feasible.

It s rather disappointing that the Min-
ister for Agriculture is not in the House
this evening, because I now intend to
speak on the Marginal Dairy Farms Re-
construetion Scheme, However, other mem-
bers of the Government are present, and I
daresay they will inform the Minister for
Agriculture of what I have to say, and in
due course he will be able to answer any
eriticisms.

To refresh the minds of members, under
this scheme the Commonwealth Govern-
ment provided $4,500,000 to the State on
the basis that 50 per cent. of the money
woluld be in the form of a grant and the
other 50 per cent. would be repald by the
State to the Commonwealth. This was to
assist dairy farms which were classified
under the terms of the agreement as mar-
ginal dairy farms. Of course, for many
years the dairying Industry has been clam-
ouring for such assistance.

When the Bill was Introduced in the
Federal Parliament it was accepted at thet
point of time that two States would re-
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ceive the major benefit from the assistance
that was offered, these States being
Queensland and Western Awustralia. 1
believe that figures tell a story, and maybe
some people say every bleture tells a story.
In this case the figures I am about to
quote will tell the story of what has hap-
pened under this scheme.

To the 31st January, 1971, some 289
farms in Queensland had been purchased
by the responsible authority, and these
cost $7,500,000. In New South Wales 20
farms were purchased at a cost of
$500,000. In Victoria 11 farms were pur-
chased at a cost of $200,000. It is quite in-
teresting to note the figure for Victoria,
because I have always presumed that the
dalrying industry in Vietoria does not
have any problems. In South Australia
five farms were purchased for a total cost
of $100,000. In Tasmania seven farms
were purchased for $100,000. In Western
Australin, where a major problem was sald
to exist. & total of 30 farms were
purchased for $700,000.

This brings me to the next point I wish
to make. When we take into account the
289 transactions that were carried out in
Queensland, and compare that figure with
the 30 transactions that$ were carried out
in Western Australla under this scheme—
and both States are supposed to have a
major problem—something seems to have
gone wrong in Western Australia.

The response from Western Australla
has been, to say the least, most disappoint-
ing. To substantiate this statement, I
would like members to realise what has
occurred since the inception of the scheme
in September, 1970. For the first 12 months
89 persons applied to sell their properties
under the scheme. In the seven months
following that only nine persons applied;
and I sm rather disappointed the Minister
is not here because these figures are quite
alarming. Only $700,000 has been spent in
near enough to 18 months, and if the
scheme continues to operate in this way,
we will be lucky to spend $1,000,000 out of
Lhe $4,500,000 allocated.

The reasoa for the downturn in response
is that those invelved, although they
started off with great expectations, have
lost confidence in the scheme because of
a lack of co-operation by the administer-
ing authority. I include the Minister in
that criticism. Because of the lack of co-
operation farmers are not prepared to
uoffer their farms for sale even though
the scheme could assist them.

The following is a report of a meeting
of the dairy section of the Farmers' Union
held in Manjimup oh the 15th February:—

Dairy Reconsiruction Scheme

CHANCE OF ENDING LACK
OF CONFIDENCE

The faflure of the Marginal Dalry
Farm Reconstruction Scheme to win
the confidence of dairymen in Western
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Australia could perhaps be reversed
now, Farmers' Union dairy section
president, Mr, T. R. Noakes, told its
annual conference last week.

That the scheme, launched with so
much expectation, had not been
accepted by dairymen, was borne out
by the record—only 31 had taken part
in the scheme.

But there was now hope that the
confidence of farmers could be re-
kindlea.

This is pretty good stuff, but we will see
why it was to be rekindled. Where was
our State Minister? The article con-
tinues—

Mr, Noakes said that he had taken
advantage of a visit to Canberra this
month to meet the Minister for Ship-
ping and Transport, Mr. Nixon, a
senior Cabinet Minister, and to call
at the Department of Primary Indus-
try.

He had spent a morning at the
department to find out how the Com-
monwealth Government had inter-
preted its agreement with Western
Australia on the reconstruction
scheme, because the Commonwealth’s
agreement with each State differed,

The information he gathered has
now convinced him that the Dairy
Section’s original interpretation of
how the scheme should function had
been correct.

This finding would now strengthen
their hand in fresh negotiations with
the State Government on the scheme.

Mr, Noakes added that the state-
ments made by the Minister for
Agriculture and the Administration
on the scheme had been conflicting.

That reference is to our Minister for
Agriculture. To continue—

The dairymen had last year sought
representation on the policy commit-
tee for the scheme from the former
Premlier, Sir David Brand.

Sir David had indicated that this
was not posstble but representation
would be given on the advisory com-
mittee that would liaise between the
farmers and the Administration.

Mr. Bickerton: What was the date of
that?

Mr. BLAIKIE: It was at the dairy
section conference at Manjimup on the
15th February, 1972. Would the Minister
like a copy?

Mr. Bickerton: No. I was just wonder-
ing what the date was. Was everything
happy prior to the time the present Min-
ister took over?

Mr. BLAIKIE: 1 am very pleased the
Minlster for Houslng Is taking such an
interest in agriculture because the indus-
tries In the area I represent have been
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sadly neglected by the present Minister.
I am appreciative that the Minister for
Housing is taking an interest,

Mr, Bickerton: I was trying to find out
what happened previously. Were no com-
plaints made then?

Mr. BLAIKIE: I have already lgiven
that information. I am sorry the Minister
was not listening.

Mr. Bickerton: I listened to every word.

Mr. BLAIKIE: Included in the first 12
months after the inception of the scheme
was the last six months of the Brand
Government's regime and the results were
extremely satisfying as the figures avalil-
able show,

Mr. Bickerton: Were they?
Mr. BLAIKIE: Yes.

Mr. Bickerton: Why then were they
complaining all the time to the Farmers'
Unicn and the Pastoralists and Graziers
Assoclation?

Sir David Brand:
your time.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Minister for Hous-
ing has no idea of the subject. To con-
tinue, Sir David Brand agreed that a
farmer would be included on the liatson
committee. This assurance was subse-
quently endorsed by Mr. H. D. Evans when
the Labor Government came into being,

Mr. Bickerton: Came into what?

Mr. BLAIKIE: However, the advisory
committee has never met!

Mr. Nalder: Sounds like bulldust!

Mr. BLAIKIE: That is right. The prob-
lems of the farmers must be taken up
directly with the Minister, and this 1s woe
to the farmers because they get very short
shrift and their individual problems are
not recoghised,

Mr. Bickerton: They have never had it
so good In their lives as they have under
the present Minister.

Mr, BLAIKIE: I will continue.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Leader of the
Country Party should beware of using
that word because of what occurred to Dr.
CGermaine Greer when she used another
eight-letter word in New Zealand recently!

Mr, BLAIKTE: If I could Interject at
this stage—

The SPEAKER: The member for Vasse!

Mr, Bickerton: I thought you had a very
good run in view of what you have said.

Mr. BLAIKIE: A scheme was developed
for the benefit of those marginal dalry
farmers in this State, but it has been com-
pletely bogged down by administration.
However, I do not blame the administra-
tors of the scheme. I blame the Minister
for not taking heed of those people who
time after time sought this Halson.

Don't let him use
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I would llke fo assist the House further
in this matter by clarifying the point con-
cerning how the people have lost confi-
dence. In order to do this it is as well
for members to know how the scheme
operates in other States.

Mr. Bickerton: I would like you to
clarify it.
Mr. BLAIKIE: In <Queensland, New

South Wales, Tasmania, and South Aus-
tralia, the scheme is designed in such a
way that any person wishing to buy a
farm, first chooses a property to his liking,
settles on a price, and then approaches the
authority, The first eriterion to be con-
sldered is whether the applicant qualifies;
the second criterion is his ability to repay
the loan.

Mr. Bickerton: This is for dairy farms
only,

Mr. BLAIKIE: In Victorla the scheme
operates somewhat differently. Farmers
offer their properties for sale, and these
are processed. If the farmer qualifies for
assistance under the terms of the agree-
ment his property is advertised for sale.

Mr. Bickerton: That is socialism.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Minister has not
heard about the Western Australian
scheme yet which, at the outset, operated
falrly satisfactorily. However, the final
results have been shocking.

If a farmer in Western Australia wishes
t¢ buy & bproperty he makes appli-
cation to the authority., If a person de-
slres to sell his property, he does likewise
and then has his property valued, which
in some instances has heen much higher
than current market prices. The authority
then classifies the applicant—buyer or
seller—to ascertain whether or not he
qualifies for assistance under the scheme.
If he does, then his case is considered on
its merits. This applies to all applicants.

To explain the situation a step further,
farmer A might wish to sell his dairy farm
in, say, Busselion, and 10 or 15 farmers in
the locality—they could be anything from
five to 15 miles away—would be considered.

I any other neighbours have not made
application the authority then seeks them
out and classifies them to see whether or
not they also qualify. But this operation
can take months and Is not satisfactory to
either seller or buyer. This, Mr. Speaker,
is an example of the frustration which is
experienced. The Minister for Housing
mentioned socialism, and to me this js rank
socialism.

Sir David Brand: That is the policy of
the Government.

Mr. Bickerton: Farmers like to socialise
their losses and capitalise their gains!

Mr. BLATKIE: I have outlined a situation
which has developed in this State. It is a
good scheme which could be frittered away.
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Mr. Bickerton: I cannot understand how
this has all happened in the last 12 months.

Mr. Rushton: It is easy to understand.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The scheme has been in
operation for 18 months anyway, and only
in the last 12 months has the present
Government loused it up. The Government
has not taken the opportunity to find out
what the problems of the people involved
in the industry are.

Mr. Bickerton: Why did the farmers put
us in Government?

Mr. BLAIKIE: My concern is that we
have a scheme to which ample Common-
wealth funds have heen allocated. How-
ever, the policles of the Government are
preventing the Marginal Dairy Farms Re-
construction Scheme from operating in the
best interests of the industry in this State.
I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr,
Harman.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.

Legislative @ounril

Tuesday, the 28th March, 1872

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30p.m. and read
prayers,

QUESTIONS: (5) ON NOTICE.
1. BURSWQOD BRIDGE
Commencement and Resumptions

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS, to the

Leader of the House:

(1) When is it planned that canstruc-
tion of Burswood Bridge will be
started, and what 1s the estimated
completion date?

(2) How many, and what resump-
tions of private properties are in-
volved in the construction of the
bridge and its approaches?

The Hon. J. DOLAN (for The Hon.

W. F. Willesee) replied:

(1) Subject to the provision of ade-
quate funds in the next Common-
wealth Aid Roads Act due in 1974,
it is hoped that construction of
the bridge will commence in 1974
and be completed within three
years,

(2) Until detailed design of the ap-
proach roads is completed the
exact number of properties affect-
ed cannot be defined. However, it
would appear that approximately
85 private properties will be
affected, elther wholly or in part.
Of these 11 have already been
acquired,



